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Some examples of resilience are relatively 
easy to identify because the outcomes are 
overwhelming. Such are the achievements 
of Year 10 student Izzy Vincent. Izzy 
competed very successfully at the recent 
Tokyo Paralympics but the real story of Izzy’s 
character is in what it took to get there in 
the first place, how tough it was to be away 
from family and friends for so long and how 
she is planning to consolidate her sporting 
achievements and be an inspiration to others 
in the future. You can read about Izzy in our 
feature article ‘If you want the rainbow, you 
have to put up with the rain’ (pages 4–7).

In his article ‘From the Principal’ (page 3), 
Luke Thomson talks about the resilience 
required in living everyday life. He  shares 
great insight on the truth that we all develop 
our own very specific strengths in order to 
deal with our unique personal circumstances. 
He makes the point that our resilience 
develops from a determination to not let our 
perceived inadequacies, fears or anxieties 
overwhelm us. Luke sheds light on some of 
the details of his own life as well as his joy 
when he witnesses our students making 
positive decisions about developing their 
adult characters.

King’s old scholar Kamahl’s life is one such 
story of unique personal circumstances. The 
road travelled in his ‘accidental’ emergence 
as an iconic Australian performer is an epic 
journey of serendipity, adversity, durability 
and gratitude in equal parts. In his article 
‘Invictus’ (page 12) we discover that, 
throughout his illustrious 65-year career, 
Kamahl has encountered constant self-
doubt, racism and professional rejection 
but ultimately can reflect with a profound 
appreciation of what life has given him. He 
also leaves our students with invaluable 
advice about facing life after school.

Through the hard work and determination 
of staff and students our dynamic 
educational programs at Pembroke have 
managed to persevere and forge ahead 
despite the challenges of COVID-19 
restrictions. Not least of all these challenges 
has been presenting live performances, 
and Head of Arts Julianne English’s article 
about this year’s Music Showcase (page 16) 
celebrates the much-anticipated return of 
this wonderful event.

Our Outdoor Education program is in full 
swing too. Coordinator of Outdoor Education 
Ben Williamson’s article (page 22) outlines 
the program, its philosophies and how it 
has survived COVID-19. Similarly, the Year 5 
Camp report (page 20) by Assistant Head of 
JS (Student Wellbeing) Susie Sadler details 
how such events are critical in developing 
persistence and character in our students.

Our Old Scholars section (page 26) is 
introduced by new POSA President Holly 
Jamieson (1997). You can read about old 
scholar and now Adelaide-based chef Sam 
Worrall-Thompson (2003) and how his work 
ethic and problem-solving skills have led 
to his success. And Reunions, Luncheons, 
Births, Deaths and Marriages are all there too.

And last but by no means least, in School 
Archivist Peta Harries’s Archives section 
(page 36) we learn about the amazing efforts 
and foresight of Mrs Lillie Smith who founded 
Girton House in 1915 against all odds.

Happy reading; I hope you enjoy our Spring 
issue of Pembroke News.

Tim O’Loughlin 
Editor

A Co-educational, Non-Denominational 
Day and Boarding School from Early 
Learning Centre to Year 12.

Pembroke School is an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World School 
offering the IB Diploma & Primary Years 
Programme (PYP). 
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Izzy Vincent (Yr 10) competing  
at the 2021 Tokyo Paralympics.

pembroke.sa.edu.au

From the Editor

In this Edition

Spring 2021
— Resilience

I was fit, healthy and open to the 
mysteries and muses accompanying life, 
not defensive or anxious, when I was a 
child. My sense of wellbeing was fed by 
feelings of safety, security and love.  My 
surroundings were magical. My 
confidence that there were in fact 
wondrous opportunities that came from 
trying new experiences was true and 
often reinforced. 

03 From the Principal

04 If you want the rainbow,  
 you have to put up with the rain

08 The Athlete Development   
 Program

09 Student Achievements

12 Invictus/Kamahl

16 Music Showcase  

19 IB Drama Production

20 Year 5 Camp

22 Outdoor Education

20 Sport Gallery

26 Old Scholars

34 Births, Deaths and Marriages

36 Archives

39 In Memorium 

39 Calendar

The political machinations of institutional life became 
challenging. My parents were staff of a section of the 
school I went to. I felt confused. Loyalty to kin was disloyalty 
to others. The unconditional love I felt for my parents, 
experienced in childhood, was suddenly challenged by the 
conditional love others had for them. I was growing up and it 
felt complex and sometimes extremely uncomfortable.

This is a universal story, of course. The details are 
different and to each unique, but the inevitable and 
emerging realisation that you are no longer a child and must 
adjust, or not as the case may be, to the adult roles and 
responsibilities valued in your culture is demanding. The 
transition from childhood to adulthood is, to use Jungian 
terms, to ‘harshly put an end to the dream of childhood’. 
I was not aware of it at the time, but on reflection I did not 
want this to happen. The experience of childhood for me 
was so wonderful. I was letting go of a lot and I intuited that 
you can’t go back. 

Yet, the promise of adulthood was not without its 
appeal—it was just difficult for me to develop my character 
in a way that withstood contradiction and potentially 
contribute meaningfully, at least sensibly, to all the paraded 
complexities of adulthood. 

I now think that just being an adolescent was resilience! 
I was not conscious of it at the time—that awakening was 
marked for adulthood. I now think that not experiencing 
resilience can be as important as experiencing it—although 
it can take a lifetime to know that. Submitting to one’s own 
inadequacies, fears and anxieties also provides essential 
wisdom. At our most robust we hold our fears and anxieties 
in balance; at our most vulnerable we sense an imbalance, 
and meaning tumbles away.

Resilience is one of many ingenious and indispensable 
strategies that we employ to face life. When we experience 
resilience we can for a moment cope with contradictions 
and opposing forces. We are elastic. We are open. 

I see students experiencing degrees of resilience every 
day, from little to tonnes. They all have it. I get most excited 
when they begin to be aware of it—when they offer hints 
of the bits of their adult character they wish to develop and 
test, and those they choose to leave well alone for the time 
being. It is endlessly fascinating and exciting. 

Fear not for the next generation. They get resilience. 

Luke Thomson 
Principal

From the Principal

→ Rosie Williams, Gabrielle Rainsford and Jordan Lee (all Yr 11) with Gus the 
Wellbeing Dog on the Girton Campus

It was in my early teens when things started to change. I went to boarding school from age 11 and had to 
navigate new relationships, unfamiliar places and different ideas. They were relationships I did not choose. 
I navigated some by signing up to behaviour I soon regretted, and others by compromising key values I now 
hold dear. I was homesick and the expectations of others began to weigh heavily on me. Home and all that 
it represented was forever more, as it turned out, accessed on holidays—until Mrs Thomson and I chose to 
build a new idea of home.
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→ Toni-Lee, Izzy (Yr 10), Archie and Phil Vincent

If you want the rainbow,  
you have to put up with the rain

What a wonderful experience the Paralympics must have 
been; do you have any highlights?

Being part of the Australian team was the real highlight for me. 
I was the youngest on the team so that meant that I had plenty 
to learn from those around me, and the other athletes were 
really generous with their support. Being part of something like 
that is a unique experience and I feel very lucky to have had 
the opportunity to go to Tokyo. The Japanese people were 
amazing, especially the volunteers.

The relays were a real highlight also, to be a part of two great 
groups of athletes who are all exceptional humans. We were 
able to secure a silver in the women’s 4 x 100m freestyle relay 
and a bronze in the women’s 4 x 100m medley relay. Bringing 
home those medals has been pretty special. I have been told 
by every single person who has held them how heavy they are. 
They are beautiful, and heavy, medals!

There must have been challenges too; can you tell us about 
them?

The lead-up to the games was exciting of course but 
challenging. I was away from family and friends for 10 weeks 
and got a bit sick in our pre-Games training camp in Cairns. 
There were plenty of necessary restrictions and requirements, 
so by the time we got to Tokyo I was already feeling a little 
fatigued. It was hot in Tokyo, averaging around 37 degrees with 
very high humidity. The logistics of getting up early every day 
to get your COVID test in was challenging, and just getting to 
the transport to get to the pool for training and then back again 
between sessions was exhausting at times. 

Can you tell us what it was like to be a part of that team?
 
Being part of the Paralympics is a real honour. I had heard 

athletes talk about it before but I really didn’t understand the 
impact until I got there. Before the departure camp in Cairns I 
was only close to two other team members who I had met in the 
Australian Development Squad. My time in Cairns and Tokyo 
gave me the opportunity to meet a load of inspirational athletes 
who I can now call friends. On competition days when we 
weren’t swimming the whole squad was at the pool supporting 
the rest of the team for the full day, so we got to know each 
other really well. There was also plenty of time at the Village 
together. This was a lot of fun! The Australian team didn’t go to 
the opening or closing ceremonies to ensure that we were safe 
from any COVID exposure. We stayed back in the Village and 
watched our flag bearers represent us. The athletes chosen to 
do this are exceptional and perfect representatives of the team, 
which is also referred to as ‘the mob’.  

Were you able to learn more about your own swimming by 
being around other elite competitors?

There is so much to learn, especially because I have only 
been swimming for a relatively short amount of time. In 
para-swimming each athlete has some sort of impairment 
so every swimmer has had to adapt. An individual develops 
techniques with a coach or coaches, maximising their strengths 
and overcoming weaknesses. It was great to see how other 
coaches worked with their swimmers to get the best results. 
There is a little trial and error with this, no doubt, and each coach 
has their own strengths too. We didn’t have the opportunity to 
see a lot of competitors from other countries training, again to 
ensure that we were safe, but we did manage to exchange a few 
team badges and make some connections online. I really look 
forward to the chance to meet other athletes face to face and 
mask-free at competitions in the years to come.

Pembroke watched in awe recently as Year 10 student 
Izzy Vincent swam her way to a Silver Medal and a 
Bronze Medal at the Tokyo Paralympics.  

 Her achievements are even more incredible when you realise that Izzy has 
only been swimming competitively since 2018 when she burst onto the national 
swimming scene winning nine medals at the School Sport Australia Swimming 
Championships in Hobart. I chatted with Izzy and her mother Toni while they were 
in quarantine in Melbourne following the Tokyo games.

Tim O’Loughlin
Head of Publications
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Do you plan to be a part of the Australian Paralympic team 
at the Paris games in 2024? 

Now that I am back from Tokyo I am building up training 
again and am focused on continuing to improve. There are 
opportunities to make teams for the World Champs and the 
Commonwealth Games next year, although that would be a 
stretch. I would love to make the Paris Paralympic team in 2024; 
this has always been my goal. With the announcement of the 
2032 Games here in Australia, I hope to still be swimming at 
these in Brisbane in 2032! I will be 26 years old then and there 
are several athletes still swimming well at this age. 

Who inspires you?

I am inspired by the resilience and determination of so many 
of the athletes I got to meet as part of this campaign. Prior to 
that Kurt Fearnley was my first real inspiration. I read his book 
when I was 6, mostly because he was the only other person I 
had heard of with the condition that I was born with. I have had 
some contact with Kurt over the years but was lucky enough 
to meet him earlier in the year. He was all that I had hoped he 
would be and more. Kurt has done more for the Paralympic 
movement and the promotion of parasport than anyone else 
I can think of. He has helped me understand the strength we 
have as a parasport community.

I have been supported by my coaches, family and friends 
here in Adelaide. I want to do my best for them, so that is 
motivating. Over the past 4 years I have met some truly talented 
and brilliant athletes with impairments who have been really 
welcoming and supportive. I decided when I started competing 
that I wanted to give others the same support and kindness that 
those athletes had given me. One of the first para-swimmers I 
met at competition was Jade, a friend from Port Lincoln, who 
is short-statured. She was probably one of the main reasons 
I wanted to keep competing initially. I met Jesse Aungles who 
was originally from Adelaide but now swims at the AIS. Jesse 
is an S8 swimmer; he was born without his legs. Jesse is one of 
the most generous and supportive athletes on the team. I feel 
really lucky to have him as a friend. 

There have been suggestions that the Olympics and 
Paralympics should merge, but they are very separate 
competitions and I have been told that the cultures of each are 
different. As a Paralympic family we have our own set of really 
strong values and we are proud to be Paralympians. During 
the Paralympics the Australian Government announced that 
Paralympians would receive the same medal incentive as 
Olympians. This was a big moment, probably more for the  
recognition of the athletes being worthy than the financial 
benefits. The rookies on the team are so thankful to all the 
athletes that came before us; they have done all the work to get 
to this point but have not all had the benefit of it. The hard work 
of all these athletes and supporters is inspiring.

What do you plan to be doing after you leave school?

Paris is in 2024 so my first year after school will likely be 
focused on that. I am interested in psychology so am hoping to 
balance study and swimming initially when I leave. There are 
lots of areas of psychology that interest me; I think I would like 
to work with athletes and possibly in parasport ultimately. It’s an 
exciting time and I am sure there will be lots of opportunities to 
make a difference. 

I am also doing some fundraising for the promotion of  
Para-sport here in South Australia. I hope to continue with this 
in the years to come. The fundraising is nearing the $10K mark 
now and we have a little way to go. I am hoping that we can 
purchase some sports wheelchairs to be used in PE classes in 
primary schools. I would have loved to have had the opportunity 
to really participate with peers in this way. Hopefully we can 
encourage more sports-loving students to take up parasports 
and increase awareness. 

Is there anything you can say to your fellow Pembroke 
students about being resilient and approaching 
challenges?

Well, first, I’d like to say how much I appreciated the support 
from Pembroke while I was away and in Tokyo. All the contact 
was so encouraging and a good distraction at times. We are so 
lucky to have technology that allows us to keep in touch; the 
support was awesome! In regards to advice I would say keep 
working to enhance your strengths, no matter what you are 
doing. Surround yourself with great people who encourage 
and inspire you. Push past the negatives and work around your 
weaknesses. There will always be challenges for all of us but by 
working through these you grow; they are part of what makes 
us who we are. If you want the rainbow, you have to put up with 
the rain.

→  Practising starts in Cairns before heading to Tokyo

Interview with Izzy Vincent, Paralympian 

→  Izzy with her biggest inspiration Kurt Fearnley

→  Clowning around on Camp

→  At the completion of the 100m Freestyle Relay 
with teammates Ellie Cole, Emily Beecroft 
watching Ash McConnell touch the wall

→  Image on the Sydney Opera House celebrating the achievements of Olympians and 
Paralympians

→  Surprise ticket to Tokyo - Izzy with her swimming coach, 
Shaun Curtis

Editorial Note: If you would like to support Izzy’s fundraising for sports  
wheelchairs, a GoFundMe is avaliable on Instagram @izzysuperfish. 
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Archie Carman (Yr 7) was selected in the Adelaide Marlins 
Baseball team, which competed in the Australian Little 
League Championships in NSW in June, finishing 4th out of  
10 teams.

Callum Dundas (Yr 10) recently competed in the 
South Australian Junior Chess League’s state U18-U12 
Championships and placed third in the U16 category. 

Darcy McRostie (Yr 12) represented South Australia at the 
Cricket Victoria Emerging U19 Easter Series earlier in the year. 
This tournament was created to replace the U19 National 
Championships, which were cancelled due to COVID-19. 

Congratulations to Mirella Willis-Hell (Yr 11) and Ava 
Wilson (Yr 10) who were awarded gold and silver medals, 
respectively, in the A Grade at both the 2021 School Sports 
Cycling Championships and the 2021 State Criterium 
Championships.

Angelina Zhou (Yr 2) won second place in the Under 
8 Classical Ballet section in Laurie Mason’s Dance 
Competitions SA.

In the CanDance Australia competition Ada Wang (Yr 3) 
placed first in the Character section, second in Contemporary 
and third in Lyrical. At the Evolution Dance competition 
Ada placed first in the Lyrical solo section, second in 
Contemporary solo and first in Classical Ballet, in the 8–9 
years age group.

Ella Lee (Yr 12) auditioned for, and was successful in being 
offered a place in, a 3-year tertiary Dance course at the highly 
regarded Patrick School of the Arts in Melbourne, starting in 
February 2022. 

Amy Song (Yr 8) was one of only two people in Australia 
selected to attend a Galway Masterclass for flautists. Amy 
also won first place in the 2021 Miriam Hyde Junior Awards. 

After a long and gruelling selection process Brandon 
Lehman (Yr 12) received a Letter of Offer for appointment 
as an Officer in the Australian Army. As a result of this he will 
begin training at the Australian Defence Force Academy 
(ADFA) as an Aviation Officer (Pilot) in January 2022. 

Young film-maker Caitlin Vass (Yr 8) had her short film 
about the benefits of animal therapy selected as one of the 21 
finalists in the Statewide Schools Filmmaking Competition in 
the Adelaide Film Festival Youth program in July.

Nick Sadler (Yr 12) was selected in the Under 17 state 
SANFL Football team and was elected Vice Captain. Chloe 
Sullivan (Yr 10) has also been impressive on the footy field, 
being invited to play with the Sturt Football Club after being 
leading goal kicker for the season at her Hahndorf club. She 
kicked 28 goals in the Hills Football League despite having 5 
weeks off for a family holiday!

Stella Yang (Yr 5) competed in the Schoolaerobics 
Australian National Championships on the Gold Coast in 
September where she won a bronze medal in the Sports 
Aerobics Primary Open B section.

Student Achievements

Amy Song 
— Year 8

Brandon Lehman 
— Year 12

Caitlin Vass 
— Year 8

Angelina Zhou 
— Year 2

Ada Wang 
— Year 3

Ella Lee 
— Year 12

Darcy McRostie 
— Year 12

Mirella Willis-Hell 
— Year 11

Ava Wilson 
— Year 10

Archie Carman 
— Year 7

Callum Dundas 
— Year 10

Nick Sadler 
— Year 12

Chloe Sullivan 
— Year 10

Stella Yang 
— Year 5

The Athlete Development Program

→  Jonathan Friswell (Yr 11) with former state under age Hockey 
Coach Anthony Gunn

A key component of the course is to develop the 
student’s sport-specific skills through either individual 
or small group trainings with elite coaches. This year 
we have over 70 students across 20 different sports, 
including AFL, Basketball, Equestrian, Gymnastics, 
Netball, Swimming and Volleyball. Many of the 
coaches involved have either coaching or playing 
experience at state or national level and include names 
such as Leanne Choo (Badminton), Jamie Siddons 
(Cricket), Wendy Schaeffer (Equestrian), Stephenie 
Trczinkski (Softball) and Matt Clark (Athletics), to 
name a few. 

To assist with the all-round physical 
development of the students, once a week they 
complete a core-conditioning session under the 
watchful eye of our Strength and Conditioning 
Coach David Bentley. David is a sports scientist 
who comes to Pembroke after working with elite 
athletes in Canada as part of their Institute of 
Sport, bringing with him a wealth of experience and 
knowledge in a range of sports. The conditioning 
session aims to improve the student’s functional 
movements initially, prior to developing into 
more-specific programs tailored to their sporting 
requirements. 

The remaining two lessons per week are 
classroom based and cover topics important 
to both academic and sporting success. These 
include time-management strategies, sports 
psychology, nutrition, biomechanics, training 
principles, injury management and leadership 
skills, among others. To enhance these sessions 
we have incorporated former AFL footballer and 
current Adelaide Crows Leadership Development 
Manager Dan Jackson to present one or 
two sessions per term with each class. Dan’s 
experience in the professional sport world helps 
to bring the curriculum to life and can provide 
firsthand accounts of how the skills learnt in class 
can assist in the real world. 

Some of the students have made state squads 
in their chosen sport, some are playing in the best 
senior team for Pembroke, while others are still 
confirming the sport best suited to their attributes. 
Regardless of their level, as a group we encourage 
each student to strive to be the best they can be 
and we celebrate the achievements of our peers. 
One of our students, Izzy Vincent (Yr 10), competed 
very successfully at the recent Paralympic Games 
in Tokyo, and you can read about Izzy’s experience 
in this publication.

Mark Reid 

Head of Athlete Development and High Performance

The Athlete Development Program (ADP) was implemented at Pembroke in 
2020 with two Year 9 semester classes and one Year 10 full-year class; this year 
has seen the addition of a second Year 10 class, making four in total. The aim of 
the program is to assist students to develop as athletes and improve their ability 
to manage both school and training commitments. 

→  Alyssa Wang (Yr 10) with Leanne Choo former Australian Olympic 
Badminton player 
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Hannah Meyer 
— Year 6

Rachel Miller  
— Year 6

Rose Parkin  
— Year 8

Lucy Sharman 
— Year 12

Lily Halpin
— Year 6

Angus Abbott
— Year 7

Lachlan Venning  
— Year 7

Will Holland 
— Year 8

George MacDonald 
— Year 6

Lachie Davis  
— Year 11

Student Achievements George MacDonald (Yr 6) was selected in the East 
Adelaide District SAPSASA Football team that competed in 
the state Championships in July. The team finished the week 
in second place. 

Congratulations to Lachie Davis (Yr 11) who competed 
in the Australian Gymnastics Championships on the Gold 
Coast. In this 2-day competition Lachie achieved a personal 
best and was placed first overall after the first day. After a 
tough second day he achieved fourth place in Level 9 Under 
18 and has secured a place in the Junior Australian team 
for 2021–22. Lachie’s stellar year culminated in him being 
nominated as a finalist in the 2021 SA School Sports Awards.

Angus Abbott, Lachlan Venning (both Yr 7), Will Holland 
and Rose Parkin (both Yr 8) were part of the U13 Hockey 
team who were runners-up in the recent state Hockey 
Championships. 

Lucy Sharman (Yr 12) was selected for the 2021–22 
Women’s National Future Talent Squad for Hockey and the 
state Under 21 Women’s Hockey team.

Other young Hockey players include Lily Halpin, Hannah 
Meyer and Rachel Miller (all Yr 6) who were selected for the 
Year 6/7 Metro and Country SAPSASA Hockey Carnival.

Amy Song (Yr 8) won  first place in the 2021 Miriam Hyde 
Junior Awards, and achieved three first places and one 
second place in the Flute Eisteddfod.

Ada Wang (Yr 3) won second place in the AMEB Violin 
Eisteddfod Grades 1 and 2 section, first place in the Piano 
Eisteddfod Modern Piece Piano Solo 8-year-old section and 
third place in the Own Choice Piano Solo section. Miranda 
Yixi Teng (Yr 2) won first place in the Own Choice Piano Solo 
section.

Lily Halpin (Yr 6) took part in the IPSHA Junior Orator of 
the Year competition, which was held at Prince Alfred College 
recently. She presented an exceptional 4-minute prepared 
speech on ‘Laughter is the Best Medicine’ and then a 
3-minute impromptu speech on ‘Why Having a Baby Brother 
is a Good Idea’.

Our swimmers have been at it again, achieving in the 
pool. Not least of all of course is Izzy Vincent (Yr 10) who 
competed so well in the Tokyo Paralympics, winning a silver 
medal in the 4 x 100m freestyle relay and a bronze in the  
4 x 100m medley relay. Izzy also made the 100m medley S7 
final—what wonderful achievements for her first games! Izzy 
has been selected in the Swimming SA Multi Class Flippers 
Group program for 2021–22. Izzy has completed a wonderful 
year by winning the Individual Secondary Award at the recent 
2021 SA School Sports Awards. Izzy was recognised for 
her Tokyo Paralympic medals and dominating the national 
championships where she won five gold medals, three silvers 
and a bronze.

Emily White (Yr 12) has also been selected in the Flippers 
Squad program for 2021–22 in recognition of her sustained 
excellence at a national level over recent years. She placed in 
the top 16 in the Australian Age and Open Championships in 
2021.

Emily Amber
— Year 7

Georgia Peck
— Year 7

Amelia Ingham 
— Year 7

James Bray 
— Year 6

Hugo Borda 
— Year 7

Nicholas Luu 
— Year 7

Natasha Eskandari-
Mirandi — Year 8

Bowen Zhang 
— Year 9

Leon Lin 
— Year 8

Clara Carrocci 
— Year 7

Lauren Harris
— Year 7

Jack Lawson 
— Year 9

Izzy Vincent
— Year 10

Emily White 
— Year 12

Nicholas Wong 
— Year 10

Luke Chen 
— Year 7

Sam Creighton 
— Year 10

Max Davis 
— Year 8

Other students to be accepted into the Flippers Squad are 
Clara Carrocci and Lauren Harris (both Yr 7), Jack Lawson 
(Yr 9) and Natasha Eskandari-Mirandi (Yr 8). Lauren won 
two gold awards (50m and 100m breaststroke) and Clara and 
Jack placed in the top three of their respective age groups 
in SA LC Championship meets in 2021. Lauren was able to 
repeat these wins in the Short Course Championships in July. 
Natasha competed recently in the national Age Swimming 
Championships on the Gold Coast where she made the 
final for the 100m freestyle and came 10th in Australia for the 
13-year-old age group.

Bowen Zhang (Yr 9) won a gold medal as part of the 
winning 4 x 50m medley relay team at the 2021 state Short 
Course Championships. At the same meet Leon Lin (Yr 8) 
won gold in the 200m freestyle relay and bronze in the 200m 
medley relay. 

Our Soccer players continue to excel too. James Bray 
(Yr 6) and Hugo Borda and Nicholas Luu (both Yr 7) were 
selected in their respective East Adelaide SAPSASA District 
Soccer age teams who competed in the state Carnival at 
West Beach. Congratulations to Amelia Ingham, Georgia 
Peck and Emily Amber (all Yr 7) who also competed in the 
SAPSASA Soccer Carnival for East Adelaide and finished 
equal top (with Airport).

Luke Chen (Yr 7) was recently awarded U13 and U15 Boys 
2021 SA State Champion for Table Tennis. Luke will represent 
SA in the upcoming 2021 National Junior Championships in 
December. 

Ava Wilson and Sam Creighton (both Yr 10) were both 
awarded gold medals at the 2021 School Sport SA Triathlon 
Championships and were subsequently selected in the state 
team to represent SA at the School Sport Australian National 
Triathlon Championships.

Following a great race at the 2021 School Sport SA 
Triathlon Championships, Max Davis (Yr 8) was selected in 
the state team to represent SA at the School Sport Australian 
National Triathlon Championships. 

Nicholas Wong (Yr 10) was selected in the state Under 16 
Volleyball team.

Max Bush (Yr 10) and Seb Cooper (Yr 8) both represented 
South Australia in the Australian Youth Beach Volleyball 
Championships in Coolangatta, Queensland, earlier in the 
year.

Max Bush 
— Year 10

Seb Cooper 
— Year 8
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Arriving in Adelaide in the 1950s from 
Malaysia must have presented challenges 
for you as a young man; do you recall 
what it was like adjusting to your new 
environment?

Given it was my first overseas experience, 
everything was new. I wasn’t at all ready 
for the various challenges when I arrived 
in the middle of winter in 1953. Apart from 
anything else the weather was bitterly cold. 
It was colder than anything that I had ever 
encountered in my life. All that I had brought 
from Malaysia was in one single suitcase 
crammed with everything that I could fit in; 
unfortunately that did not include a much-
needed overcoat. My new home was at a 
private boarding house called St Anton’s on 
Beulah Road overlooking Haslam Oval. King’s 
College was a short daily walk across the oval. 
In the early 1950s the White Australia Policy 
was still in effect, so naturally there were 
hardly any people of colour in the community 
except for the overseas students. Privately 
I was haunted by the perception that I was 
second-rate and wouldn’t amount to anything 
from my earlier experiences in life. However,  
I did my best to wear a happy face. 

Also I had read about Cecil Rhodes who 
told the British Parliament, ‘Remember 
that you are an Englishman, and have 
consequently won the first prize in the lottery 
of life’. If this was true then what chance did I 
have in life, especially without a ticket?

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invictus

I recently had the opportunity to speak  
with iconic Australian performer Kamahl. 

As a King’s old scholar Kamahl had received his latest copy of 
Pembroke News and he emailed me saying that he very much 
enjoys the opportunity to hear about what’s going on at his alma 
mater. I asked him what he was up to and he told me that he was 
still performing. Most notably he was interviewed in March 2021 by 
the Artistic Director of Opera Australia (podcast In conversations 
with Lyndon Terracini), which included a performance of O Isis und 
Osiris, an aria from Mozart’s Magic Flute. The last time Kamahl sang 
an operatic aria was in 1966 in the Sun Aria vocal competition for 
emerging opera singers. Dame Joan Sutherland was one of its 
earliest winners.

It didn’t take long before Kamahl was reminiscing fondly about his 
days at King’s, his university life and his accidental emergence as a 
performer.

Tim O’Loughlin
Head of Publications

Can you tell us about some of your fond 
memories of your time at King’s?

Surprisingly I never took any interest 
at all in any of the School Music activities. 
However, in spite of my limited sporting ability, 
I represented the School in Hockey and 
Cricket. In the latter I was lucky enough to 
have taken the highest number of wickets in 
1954, creating a new School record. However, 
the success was short-lived as my friend 
Rex Sellers broke the record 2 years later 
and became a member of the Australian Test 
Cricket team. 

I felt a sense of achievement on those 
occasions whenever I heard my name being 
called out at Assembly for achievement 
in sports, which gave me much-needed 
encouragement and confidence. 

I must admit the one source of constant 
irritation at King’s was the mispronunciation 
of my abbreviated name Kamahl to ‘Camel’. 
My passport name is Kandiah Kamalesvaran, 
which means Kamalesvaran son of Kandiah. 
Until 1963 I was called Kamal. However, after 
my visit to Sydney in 1962 to appear at the 
Hotel Australia I decided to add an ‘h’ as a 
deterrent to being called Camel.  

How did your music career evolve?

It began the day I heard Nat King Cole sing 
Nature Boy at the home of Gladys and Stan 
Morecombe. The music didn’t matter at all but 
the words stayed with me permanently. 

The Morecombe home became our 
second home. It was there that we group of 
Asian students were welcomed to their home 
every weekend. The friendship began earlier 
when we frequented the milk bar they owned 
on Magill Rd at St Morris. Gladys had a heart 
as big as a house. 

It was there one day I found the courage to 
attempt to make my first public appearance. 
Very nervously I approached Gladys 
Morecombe and tried to tell her that I would 
like to sing. She was taken by surprise. ‘Can 
you sing?’, she asked. I told her I wasn’t sure 
but was willing to try, and asked her to turn 
the lights off if and when I started to sing. The 
lights were turned off and I sang. Fortunately 
later that evening someone at the party 
said that I sounded a little like Nat King Cole, 
which installed enough encouragement and 
confidence that eventually became a lifelong 
career in ‘communicating’. I began listening 
to Western music endlessly to acclimatise 
myself to the new and strange sounds to 

overcome its dissonance. As a result the 
words meant more to me than the music 
and they still do. Miraculously it seemed that 
Nature Boy was more than a mere song; it was 
my basic philosophy. ‘The greatest thing you’ll 
ever learn is just to love and be loved in return’.

Something within me was unlocked the 
moment I heard Nature Boy and my casual 
interest became an obsession. I knew that I 
desperately wanted to be a ‘communicator’ 
but not so much a singer. 

From then on I started practising my songs 
whenever and wherever I could. I was still very 
self-conscious so I had to practise in secrecy. 
I recall on a few occasions standing in the 
middle of Haslam Oval with a blanket over my 
head singing my head off hoping not to attract 
any attention. However, I was greeted with the 
landing of a few stones and objects around to 
silence me! 

Eventually I summoned up enough courage 
to perform to a small group of friends, who 
were so positive that I became confident 
enough to start to sing to larger and larger 
groups. By the time I had left school and went 
off to the University of Adelaide I was already 
performing in cafes, restaurants and bars. 

→  Kamahl at home

→  1953 First Cricket
 Back row: Robin Johnstone, John Thomas, Kamahl Kamelesvaran, M Pathmalingam,  

Peter Grenville, Eric Johnstone
 Front row: Bill Newman, Cliff Burleigh, Geoff Will, DM Taylor, Phil Robins, Robert Johnson,  

Jeffery Dewell
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You mentioned earlier the cultural 
challenges you had when you first came 
to Adelaide as a young man; did you 
experience similar challenges in your 
working life too?  

Yes, absolutely. In a strange way, though, I 
realised that those early challenges had made 
me quite resilient and taught me very valuable 
lessons in life. I knew that I would need to 
overcome many obstacles if I was ever going 
to succeed.  

I realised that being conspicuously different 
could be an advantage with a positive attitude. 
From a near disaster in December of 1958 
when I was on the verge of deportation, I 
was saved by the compassionate and caring 
attitude of the Registrar of the University of 
Adelaide, Harry Wesley-Smith. 

Knowing my predicament Harry said that 
he had heard his sons talk about my singing 
around the clubs in Adelaide and invited me to 
sing at his home on NYE in 1958. He thought 
my voice was fine but I had a tendency to 
make strange faces. However, following the 
audition Harry introduced me to Professor 
John Bishop who was Head of the Adelaide 
Conservatorium. Max Worthley was my first 
voice teacher. Within a year, miraculously, it 
seems I learnt all three recitatives and four 
arias at the local church in Kensington. I still 
can’t believe it.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Can you tell us about some career 
highlights? 

I have indeed been very fortunate in my 
life to have met some incredible people over 
more than six decades. As for record sales 
since 1967, Polygram Records have sold over 
20 million albums worldwide.  

I have been fortunate enough to have 
performed at the most prestigious concert 
halls internationally—Carnegie Hall, The 
London Palladium, Sydney Opera House and 
the major concert halls in Europe. 

I have recorded songs from some of the 
world’s great songwriters and performed with 
incredible musicians. I have also appeared 
on numerous occasions at Royal Command 
Performances for both British and European 
Royal families, presidents and prime ministers. 
I have also had the pleasure to personally 
meet some incredible people including 
several past presidents, especially one of 
my personal heroes Barack Obama. I have 
also made so many tremendous personal 
friends along the way including the late great 
Sir Donald Bradman, who I first met on the 
first day of the cricket season in 1955, having 
taken a hat trick with the first three balls of the 
season and a final figure of 7 for 58. I met Sir 
Donald that afternoon at the Kensington Club 
change room. When a cricketing friend said, 
‘Do you have any idea who just shook your 
hand?’, I had no idea whatsoever who it was. I 
was completely flabbergasted when he said it 
was Sir Donald Bradman. Incredible as it may 
seem I met him again 33 years later soon after 
his 80th birthday at his home in Holden Street, 
one street away from King’s College.  

The second meeting took place because 
of a song that I recorded for the Bicentenary 
in 1988 called What is Australia to me? 
Although the organisers of the bicentenary 
comprehensively rejected my FDA (Fair 
Dinkum Australian) song, the meeting and 
acceptance of the song by Sir Donald helped 
overcome the hurt, humiliation and rejection. 
However, serendipitously I had a chance 
meeting with Sir Eric Neal who was then 
Chairman of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
He was impressed enough with the songs for 
me to sing them for Prince Edward in 1988 
on the eve of the Brisbane Expo. The Royal 
approval restored my faith in the songs and 
inspired me to send Sir Donald a copy of the 
song with a letter. The rest is history. 

While I have been the recipient of many 
awards and citations, the single most 
unforgettable experience of my career to 
date was the unexpected invitation at the 
2018 Invictus Games to recite the 150 year old 
poem by 18th-century English poet William 
Ernest Henley called Invictus, the poem that 
Nelson Mandela recited to overcome his 
more than 27-year maximum prison sentence 
in Robben Island Prison. This poem inspired 
him and other prison mates to stay put and 
keep going through the hard times.

 

Invictus 
William Ernest Henley 

Out of the night that covers me
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance,
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate
I am the captain of my soul. 

Above and beyond all the ‘rewards’, 
however, to be made a Member of the Order 
of Australia in 1994 and be awarded the 
Australian Centenary Medal in 2000 were 
beyond my wildest dreams.  

 
 
 

Do you have any advice for our students leaving 
School? 

1. I wish I had learnt to manage my money. 

2. Make sleep a priority because sleep is essential for   
 health and brain function. 

3.  Learn to embrace challenges rather than avoid them.   
 Choose to see challenges as fun opportunities to learn. 

4. Be kind to yourself and learn to become your own best 
 friend. In fact, research has proven that self-compassion  
 is a key component of success.

5.  Exercise regularly (I wish I did). 

6.  Spend time with people who have the same (or similar)  
 values and goals as you. All of us are influenced greatly   
 by the people we surround ourselves with. Choose   
 to surround yourself with people who will inspire you to   
 become a better person and student.

7.  Be curious and adventurous. 

8.  Every choice you make shapes your character. Choose  
 wisely. 

9.  90% of success is doing what others aren’t willing to do. 

10. Everything worth doing takes time and effort. There are  
 no shortcuts.

11.  Attitude matters more than intelligence or talent!!! 

12.  Perception is maybe more important than reality.  
 However, be true to yourself.

Beyond this place  
of wrath and tears 

Looms but the Horror  
of the shade, 

And yet the menace  
of the years 

Finds, and shall find,  
me unafraid.

→ Kamahl with Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex

→ Kamahl with Sir Donald Bradman

Interview with King’s Old Scholar Kamahl
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Music Showcase 

Music
→ Combined Pembroke ensembles performing our 2021 commissioned work, 

Dhilba Guuranda-Innes National Park, written by Julian Ferraretto with Year 9 
Music Studies

Head of Music Ms Felicity Davies devised an inspirational 
theme, ‘Celebration of Traditions Old and New’, that 
captured exactly what Pembroke is all about. Pembroke 
values tradition deeply but equally it encourages change.  
We need innovation as much as our traditions to challenge 
us to see things differently. This is no more apparent than in 
Pembroke Music, which has a long history and rich tradition 
in repertoire, in the history of professional partnerships 
with first-class musicians and in its ever-evolving ensemble 
program. But equally it is also forging a path that reflects the 
innovations evident in new 21st-century global music. All of 
this was on show at this year’s Showcase. According to Ms 
Davies in her opening address, the aim, by honouring the 
concept of both old and new, was to pay homage to tradition 
in a range of folk melodies woven through the evening and  
in the presentation of time-honoured works, but also to 
present innovative connections between old and new  
musical traditions in new works and arrangements as  
well as establish a few new traditions of our own. 

In a powerful demonstration of the central theme the night 
began with the stunning performance of Lion City presented 
by the combined Chinese and String Orchestras, bringing the 
Chinese erhu and Indonesian gamelan together with more 
familiar violins, viola and cellos to create music from deep and 
long Eastern and Western musical traditions in an exciting 
new fusion. Lion City, originally a strings work, was arranged 
exclusively for this performance by Ms Liu Yang and Conductor 
and Head of Strings Mr Lester Wong, expressly to include the 
Chinese Orchestra. This opening extravaganza set the tone of 
tradition married with innovation that continued to grow as the 
night went on. 

Highlights of the program were the choral performances 
coordinated by Head of Voice Ms Charmaine Jones and 
supported by a range of vocal teachers and accompanists. 
 The concert featured the Chamber Choir, Concert Choir and 
Jazz Choirs presenting a diverse range of songs—from 16th-
century madrigals to classical liturgical works reinterpreted with 
jazz rhythms, contemporary arrangements of Rastafarian sacred 
music, and contemporary pop and jazz standards with their own 
long traditions and innovative arrangements, including Stand 
by Me, Rivers of Babylon and Skylark. It is fabulous to see the 
developing skills of our young singers, whose confidence is going 
from strength to strength. Particular commendation must go the 
Year 12 soloists Liam Woolley, Ebony Chrissidis and Josh Spiniello 
who gave standout performances and demonstrated the real 
value of vocal training at Pembroke. 

Challenges of COVID restrictions saw  
the 2021 Music Showcase date and venue 
rescheduled several times, so it was a 
great thrill to finally be able to offer it in 
our own DY Hall on 23 September to a  
live audience. And what a concert it was!



Emily Mohan-Ram (Yr 12)

 

The rich and diverse ensemble program offered at Pembroke 
was also on show on this occasion. Elsa Lee’s powerful 
Percussion Ensemble, which never fails to delight, celebrated a 
myriad of rhythms from funk to electronic dance music, disco, 
techno dance beats and African tribal rhythms. The Wind 
Ensemble conducted by Neal Holmes performed a moving 
naval hymn in celebration of friendship with Martyn Hancock’s 
Remembering a Friend, and a rousing celebration of music 
teaching with Impact by Randall Standridge. 

The real highlights of the night, however, came in the powerful 
string performances by the Symphony Orchestra and the 
final massed performance. Vorspiel: Allegro moderato from 
Violin Concerto no. 1 in G minor by Max Bruch, performed by 
the Pembroke Symphony Orchestra and conducted by Lester 
Wong with violin solo by Rohan Bhattacharjya, was a triumph, 
demonstrating the depth and commitment of this fine group of 
young musicians and the respect they hold for their outstanding 
conductor and the exceptional musicianship of their lead 
violinist.

The second highlight came in the explosive final performance 
of the Pembroke combined ensembles of Symphony 
Orchestra, Intermediate Strings, Wind Ensemble, Percussion 
Ensemble and Choir, conducted masterfully by Head of 
Music Felicity Davies. They performed an original work, 
Dhilba Guuranda-Innes National Park, composed by Artist 
in Residence Mr Julian Ferraretto with Year 9 Music Studies 
students in direct response to their experience on Year 9 
camps. The performance was a tour de force, capturing the 
myriad of experiences of swimming, relaxing on the beach and 
camping. There were even references to Pembroke’s own hot 
chocolate recipe. I hope that there will be another occasion 
when this piece might be performed—Pembroke Middle 
School students should hear it. 

There were many highlights during the concert, not least the 
impressive, well-researched introductions by outgoing and 
incoming student Music Captains, whose MCing of the evening 
was notable. Particularly impressive was the fine leadership and 
mentoring offered by current heads Emil Smith and Gwyneth 
Kang who clearly took their roles very seriously. They were 
ably supported by an impressive teaching team who were 
remarkably ‘in tune’ with each other as each program section 
ran seamlessly into the next. 

A highlight too was the pervading contribution of guest artists 
Mark Ferguson on piano, Julian Ferraretto on violin and Kyrie 
Anderson on drums and percussion. Their own music was 
truly masterful and characterised by wit and sheer enjoyment 
of making music, no less evident than when Julian played the 
saw. It was also apparent as, throughout the night, they offered 
support to students and ensembles as player/accompanists. 
Our students are fortunate indeed to have these opportunities 
to work with professional artists. 

There was a slick professionalism about the concert, a 
confidence that comes from thorough organisation and 
careful preparation, and a real buoyancy that reflected the 
enjoyment and pride that every participant felt while performing. 
Congratulations go to Felicity Davies for having the deep 
musical knowledge and vision to imagine an exciting future 
for Pembroke Music, the ability to bring her staff on board and 
inspire them to work together and with her in pursuit of shared 
goals, and the commitment to persist through lockdowns, 
cancelled rehearsals and rescheduled performances to give 
our Music students exciting opportunities. 

The 2021 Pembroke Showcase was a remarkable concert. 
It felt different. Something has shifted in Pembroke Music and 
those privileged to be there felt the change. Perhaps it was 
the sheer excitement of being back in a concert hall with a live 
audience; perhaps the close proximity of the performers in our 
own theatre; perhaps the appreciation of this vibrant celebration 
of life in the same space that earlier that day had honoured the 
passing of one of our own; perhaps the privilege of watching 
truly great artists in Mark, Kyrie, Julian, Lester, Charmaine and 
Felicity work with our students; perhaps listening to confident, 
knowledgeable, kind, generous student leaders; or perhaps 
watching emerging artists who are dedicated to making great 
music and working at their craft to improve. No doubt it was a 
combination of all these things, but the students performing and 
the audiences watching and listening on this night witnessed 
the growth in Pembroke Music on this occasion and were 
excited by the new direction in which it is heading. Felicity 
Davies’s honest, supportive leadership of her team and  
clear-sighted vision is making this happen. 

Julianne English  
Head of Arts 

Music Showcase Year 12 IB Drama Production 
Where Words Once Were by Finegan Kruckemeyer

Pembroke News — Autumn 2021 — Exploration Edition

Where Words Once Were

Niso Khalilova, Moon Li and Maya Thamm (all Y 11) David Friswell (Yr 12)

Where Words Once Were

Claire Grosser (Yr 11)Michael Preston-Ward (Yr 12) Emily Mohan-Ram and Michael Preston-Ward (both Yr 12)

→ Combined Jazz Choirs, conducted by Charmaine Jones→ Senior Piano Trio, directed by Lester Wong
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Year 5 Camp

Taking risks by stepping outside 
of their comfort zone and into  
the unknown is at the core  
of developing resilience, 
independence and character 
through such a holistic camp 
experience. 

Year 5 Camp at the end of Term 3 was an ideal 
opportunity for our students to explore the unique 
outdoor settings and environmental offerings of 
Willow Creek Farm and Middleton Beach, located 
on South Australia’s stunning Fleurieu Peninsula. 
Students were able to develop new skills, foster an 
appreciation of the outdoors and forge friendships 
in an alternative context.

Students rose to the challenge of all that was 
on offer. They persisted and showed courage and 
commitment when things got really tough, whether 
that was assembling a tent, riding a mountain 
bike downhill on a muddy track for the first time or 
coping with the unpredictability of the surf. They 
would, no doubt, come home telling stories about 
a range of memorable moments and learning 
experiences.

Throughout the Camp the Year 5s were 
asked to continually reflect and ask questions of 
themselves about what it means to be a leader. 
By considering their year-long unit of inquiry 
‘Humans can influence and/or be influenced’, the 
students reflected on both their own actions as 
well as the behaviours of others that demonstrated 
leadership, which in turn inspired others in the 
group. Students and teachers all agreed that one 
such shining example of this was those students 
who organised clean-ups after meals and gave up 
their own free time to help the chefs in the kitchen, 
on multiple occasions!!

→  Ellie Bentley and Maeve Higgs triumphant in the surf

→  Setting up tents with each other was a rewarding 
experience

→  Carving tunnels in the sand

→  Mountain biking was a highlight

Day 1 at Willow Creek Farm was a little chilly but this did not 
deter from the fun and engagement with ‘Survivor’-themed team 
challenges, setting up tents and having some time to explore all 
that the campgrounds had to offer. 

Day 2 was adventure filled. The campers were up early and 
prepared for mountain biking, orienteering and bushwalking. The 
recommended 10,000 steps a day was exceeded, with most 
students doubling this. It was impressive to witness the level of 
risk-taking, perseverance and peer support throughout each 
activity. The day ended with a campfire, roasting marshmallows 
and singalongs.

Day 3 saw the sun finally make an appearance as we ventured 
to the beach at Middleton. The students participated in beach 
‘olympics’ and enjoyed building sandcastles. They braved the big 
waves in what were perfect surf conditions. While a few made 
it to standing on the board, a number wiped out. However, with 
others’ help and a level of optimism and determination some of 
the students kept persisting for that magical moment on the crest 
of a wave! 

Susie Sadler  
Assistant Head of JS (Student Well-being)

→  Mrs Barber and her group about to set off on an orienteering course

→  Survivor activities! A great way to warm up on the first day

→  Making the campfire involved carting kindling and logs from a distance
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Outdoor Education

Pembroke Outdoor Education

Early in Term 1, we saw the facilitation of the Year 7 Outdoor Education Program. 
Based at the School’s Environmental Learning Centre, Old Watulunga, a 45-acre site 
which fronts the picturesque Finniss River lagoon. The students participate in a  
two-and-a-half-day program which includes raft building, group dynamics, kayaking, 
surfing, indigenous cultural activities, and lessons in surf safety. The aim is to provide a 
unique experience which will enable the students to challenge themselves, learn about 
themselves, extend social relationships, and begin to know what it is to part of a larger 
community.

Facilitated in parallel to this program, is our pinnacle experience, the Year 10 Coorong 
Journey. This is the cornerstone of our Middle School Outdoor Education Program. For 
six days our students push themselves in the wilderness of the Coorong National Park. 
The school has over 35 years of experience in this region and with our customised fleet 
of aluminium expedition yachts and our collection of sea kayaks we are able to access 
remote and unique parts of the Coorong. This experience is very challenging on many 
levels and the land on which it is run is a beautiful place of contrasts. From the silent, still 
sunrises through the to the stormy, windswept waters on which the students navigate, 
self-awareness is heightened through facing real world experiences, problem solving as 
a member of a team, and forging new friendships.

Undertaken in Term 2, our four day Year 8 Program aims to build and strengthen 
the social foundations of our community. Exploring both Old Watulunga, and the 
southern Fleurieu Peninsula we aim to gain a ‘sense of place’ of this part of our region. 
The experience begins with an evening of Indigenous Culture engaging and listening 
to Ngarrindjeri Elder and Pembroke’s Cultural Advisor, Mr Cedric Varcoe, around a 
warming campfire. Students then undertake an overnight bushwalking expedition along 
the panoramic Heyson Trail, camping at Waitpinga Beach. This adventurous expedition 
challenges students and aims to teach them basic expedition skills that they will utilise 
on future camps. The experience concludes with stories of the Pembroke traditions and 
House spirits, with one of the highlights being an old fashioned theatre.

In Term 4 we focus on what many old scholars describe as one of the biggest 
adventures on the Middle School Outdoor Education calendar, the five day Year 9 
Program. This is undertaken on the southern tip of the Yorke Peninsula and still visits the 
same locations which we have used for over 40 years. The highlight of this program is 
the coastal bushwalk which explores dynamic and scenic coastline of this region. This 
is a physically demanding experience and is reliant on the students pulling together and 
supporting one another while they navigate the Walk the Yorke Trail.  

Our students become reliant on one another, they learn how to support each other, 
they are challenged together, and they thrive together. Interdependency, leadership, 
and resilience are encouraged and fostered. Local histories are taught, and Indigenous 
culture is explored. On all of our Outdoor Education experiences we ask that students 
hand over their technology and our outdoor classrooms become phone and screen 
free. After a week of engaging with the land, many robust conversations, making 
new friends and even singalongs it is with no surprise that our students often remark 
how they didn’t miss their phones at all. In this time of social restrictions, the need for 
students to experience time away from technology has never been so critical.

I encourage the readers of this article to converse and connect with those who have 
been on our programs. To find out what has happened and to hear the many stories 
of this authentic experience. Often the clarity that is gained from adventuring into a 
technology-free wilderness zone can lead to an examination of personal values, which 
when shared, can be very insightful.

Ben Williamson
Coordinator of Outdoor Education

For Outdoor Education, 
Term 1 this year was a 
reinforcement of why 
exploration, adventure 
and resilience are 
important to our 
students and our 
community in general.  
In 2020 our Middle 
School Outdoor 
Education Program 
stalled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  
We were restricted to 
school-based activities 
and limitations were 
placed on all that we do. 
As we have worked 
through these 
problematic issues, we 
emerged from one 
wilderness back into the 
one we yearn for with 
energy, vigour, and 
renewed purpose.

→ Simon Li (Yr 9) at Innes National Park
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Georgia Tan (Yr 10), House Athletics Carnival

Junior School Sports Day

Natasha Tu (Yr 12), Open A Girls Soccer v Scotch, Indigenous Round

Sport Gallery

Pembroke Will Fry Cup Kurtis Leicester (Yr 10), Boys First Hockey v Prince Alfred College

After achieving excellent results in the Year 8 PE fitness tests, Maddi Webber and  
Holly Creighton (both Yr 8)  undertook further fitness testing with Cycling SA this year

Tony Wu (Yr 11) and Hansen Tan (Yr 12), Open A Table Tennis

Mixed Hockey

Ryder McPhail (Yr 8) at the SA Schools Mountain Bike Race Cate O’Brien (Yr 10), Open A Netball v Wilderness

Sport Gallery

Summer Hayward (Yr 5) on High Jump, Junior School Sports Day

Senior Boys Football v St Michaels, Indigenous Round Chloe Sullivan (Yr 10), Girls First 18 Football v Concordia, Indigenous Round

Luke Thomson, Ella Lee and Brandon Lehman (both Yr 12)
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‘Be courageous, not perfect’.  
This was written for me in the 
front cover of the book Apples  
for The Mind by old scholar  
Tom Nehmy (1996). 

This sentiment was also apparent 
during the recent Leavers Assembly 
when we were privileged to hear brothers 
David (2005) and Nathan Lam (2009). 
David and Nathan are both GPs who have 
been awarded RACGP GP of the Year 
and SA/NT GP-in-Training of the Year, 
respectively. They stressed to the class 
of 2021 that you don’t need to have it all 
figured out to make a difference in this 
world. David spoke of needing a good 
team around you, wise mentors and a 
willingness to give things a go. I hope 
the new leavers feel welcomed into our 
community of nearly 16,000 old scholars 
across the globe. 

The King’s Lunch was an enormous 
success this year despite COVID 
restrictions that limited numbers and a  
 

last-minute change of venue to the newly 
renovated Marryatville Hotel. See the full 
report in this issue.  

On the field the old scholars affiliated 
clubs were out in force. We were pleased 
to announce our inaugural women’s 
football team the ‘Queens’, under the 
capable coaching of John Cunningham. 
The POSFC also hosted four men’s teams 
who dominated most of the season but 
were unlucky during the finals. Special 
mention goes to Alex Forster who kicked 
100+ goals and was featured both in print 
and radio media—a great spotlight on the 
club. The Kings head into the new season 
with a strong emphasis on mateship and 
under the capable leadership of Kathy 
Carruthers. 

Our soccer clubs found great success 
on the pitch this year. The women’s 
team gained a promotion to Division 1 
for the 2022 season after only just being 
promoted into Division 2 at the end of 
2020. Meanwhile the men’s team sealed 
the Division 1A league title with two games 
still left in the season! We are proud to 
announce that this was their fourth A 
Grade league title. Both teams were 
managed admirably by club presidents 
Steven Mann (2001) and Alyse Walter 
(2009). 

Our other teams continued to grow and 
thrive. We had another strong year for the 
netball club, with large numbers turning 
out. Many thanks to Shai Helyar (2014) 
and her committee for all their hard work.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank outgoing club presidents Steven 
Mann (2001) from POSSC and Mark 
Wightman from POSFC for their tireless 
dedication and countless volunteer 
hours. Your legacy will continue for many 
seasons to come. Thank you! 
 

We conducted our Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday 21 September. 
Outgoing President Amanda  
Price-McGregor (1990) was thanked 
for all her hard work, especially on the 
incoming revised constitution. Her 
strengths in strategy and governance 
were shared with the committee 
graciously. Always an avid supporter of 
Pembroke old scholars, we appreciate all 
she achieved in her term as President. 

We would also like to thank the 
following outgoing committee members: 
past President Weng Wong (1997), past 
Treasurer Vicki Baum (1986), co-Treasurer 
Jake Pajer (2017), Mark Howard (1992) 
and Lucy Standen (2020). We are grateful 
to all committee members, volunteers and 
members of affiliated clubs that continue 
to support Pembroke old scholars. 

I would like to welcome incoming 
committee member Rick Sarre (1972) 
who has a wealth of knowledge that we 
look forward to having at our disposal. It 
is with great pleasure that I welcome the 
Committee’s new executive team, with 
myself as President, Philippa (Ward) Hook 
(1958) as Vice President, Andrew Harrison 
(1996) as Treasurer and Rachel Bageas 
(1991) as Secretary. 

We still have committee positions 
available, so please feel free to contact  
the Old Scholars Office or myself if you 
would like to attend one of our meetings to 
see what we do and how you may be able 
to contribute.  

I would like to wish you all a happy and 
healthy end to 2021. Take time to relax, 
recharge and spend time doing what you 
love. And remember, ‘Be courageous, not 
perfect’. 

Holly Jamieson 
(1997)

President’s  
Report

Old Scholars

→ 2000 and 1990 Leavers 20 and 30 Year Reunion

Football Club 
pembrokekings.com.au 

facebook.com 
/pembrokekings

Women’s Soccer Club 
pembrokegirlsfc@gmail.com

facebook.com 
/posgsc

Netball Club 

facebook.com
/pembrokeoldscholarsnetballclub

Cricket Club 

pembrokeoscc@gmail.com 
facebook.com/groups/18278828118

Men’s Soccer Club 
possc.net 
pembroke.soccer@hotmail.com
facebook.com 
/pembroke.os.soccer.club

In Unitate 
(formerly Pembroke  
Choral Society) 
inuchoir@gmail.com
facebook.com/inunitate

→ Andrew McPharlin (1972) speaking at the King’s Luncheon

Pembroke Old Scholars’ 
Affiliated Clubs
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2010 Leavers at their 10 Year Reunion 2010 Leavers at their 10 Year Reunion

Old Scholars 
Gallery

2010 Leavers at their 10 Year Reunion

Leavers Week in the Senior School Year 12 Leavers Ella Ziersch, Lara Sims, Zoe Moretti and Annie Blight in Old Scholar P Caps

Inu members at Leavers Week in the Senior School

King’s old scholars Michael Riddle (1972), Rick Sarre (1972) and Darryl Carter (1962)  
guest speaking at Middleton Port Elliot Probus Club event

Netball Club Long Lunch

Old Scholars 
Gallery

Inaugral Queens team

Leavers Week 
Legal studies panelling featuring Will Mellor (2003),  

Franco Camatta, Sally Pfitzner (1992), Rick Sarre (1972), Tania Sulan (1989)

2010 Leavers at their 10 Year Reunion

POSWSC A team POSSC 1A League WinnersLeavers Week in the Senior School
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King’s Luncheon 

We were grateful to be able to host the 
event in 2021 despite having to navigate 
changing COVID restrictions. A last-minute 
venue change and restricted numbers could 
not dampen the spirit of the day. The lads 
reminisced about times from their youth spent 
(or misspent!) at the Marryatville after Football 
games and on weekends. We had King’s old 
scholars from across the years, with graduates 
from 1945 to 1978 as well as a current Year 3 
‘King’s’ scholar—Jock, son of Pembroke Old 
Scholars President Holly Jamieson, who came 
along to represent the enduring King’s legacy 
at Pembroke. 

Our guests were regaled by 
speakers Dr Rodney Pearce AM (1971) 
and Dr Donald Cameron (1978) who 
work together at the Glynde Medical 
Centre. These inspiring gentlemen 
spoke of their time at King’s and the 
paths they have taken in their medical 
careers. Dr Pearce spoke of growing 
up on a farm on Yorke Peninsula and 
the privilege of being able to board at 
King’s. The former AMA SA President 
also shared his experiences of being 
a media go-to medical expert on 
all matters related to COVID and 
vaccination. 

Dr Cameron started at King’s in the 
Junior School. He began his talk by 
reading a poem he wrote in Grade 6 
entitled ‘Immunisation’, an early sign of 
where his career would take him. In his 
address he impressed upon the group 
his immense experience, researching 
neuroscience for many years before 
retraining in a more patient-focused 
role as a general practitioner. We 
sincerely appreciate the time spent 
and knowledge passed on to our 
King’s old collegians by Drs Pearce 
and Cameron.

We would like to thank Rick Sarre 
(1972) and Andrew McPharlin (1972) 
for their ongoing support for this event 
and for sharing the MC duties. The 
King’s Luncheon is a staple in our 
Pembroke old scholars event calendar 
and this is in part due to their enduring 
backing of our King’s old collegians.

Everyone at the Luncheon was in 
great spirits. All speakers mentioned 
the value of strengthening the bonds 
between all old scholars through 
social involvement, sponsorship 
and mentoring. Recognising our 
two foundation schools remains a 
profoundly important and valued part 
of our old scholar community. We 
look forward to inviting many more 
of our King’s old collegians to next 
year’s King’s Luncheon, hopefully 
unencumbered by restrictions.

Evangeline Metz

Manager, Old Scholar Engagement 

→ King’s old collegians

On Thursday 23 September we gathered 74 of our 
King’s old collegians at the annual King’s Luncheon 
at the recently refurbished Marryatville Hotel. 

Girton Luncheon 

We recently gathered our 
Girton old scholars for the 
annual Girton Luncheon on 
Saturday 23 October. 

This event was unfortunately cancelled in 
2020 due to COVID-19, so we were grateful 
for the opportunity this year to invite our 
Girton girls for an afternoon of catching up 
with old friends and reminiscing. 

We gathered 47 old scholars in 
Dorothy Yates Hall on our Girton 
campus, with graduates from 1949 
through to 1979. We were honoured to 
have esteemed Girton old scholars in 
attendance, including Professor Helen 
Marshall (1979), South Australian of 
the Year for 2022, and Mrs Jessica 
Dames AM (1954) who received 
Australia Day Honours for service to 
arts administration in 2012. 

Mr Luke Thomson spoke to our 
Girton girls about the founding 
School’s enduring legacy of educating 
young women. He particularly 
emphasised how more and more we 
are seeing recent female old scholars 
move into STEM subjects at university, 
which was of great interest to our 
guests. President of Pembroke Old 
Scholars Holly Jamieson (1997) spoke 
of Girton’s ongoing connection to  
our old scholar association. We were 

delighted by the strong representation 
of Girton old scholars who became 
Pembroke staff, and both Holly and 
our youngest Girton girls were able  
to chat with past teachers. The day 
was full of pleasant reminiscence as 
Junior School Arts Coordinator  
Mrs Mary-Anne Riley accompanied 
our old scholars in singing the Girton 
Hymn and as guests perused an 
archival display of their time at school 
courtesy of Pembroke Archives. 
We would like to thank Mrs Philippa 
(Ward) Hook (1958) for her work 
in planning and hosting the Girton 
Luncheon each year.

We look forward to inviting many 
more Girtonians to our luncheon next 
year with increased certainty around 
events and as we can once again 
receive our interstate friends. 

Evangeline Metz
Manager, Old Scholar Engagement 

→ Dr Rodney Pearce AM (1971)

→ King’s Luncheon Guest Speakers Dr Rodney 
Pearce AM (1971) and Dr Donald Cameron (1978)

→ Craig Morton (1958), Venton Cook (1960), Ian Hurrell (1959)

→ Jane (Dickson) Lowe (1976), Carol (Lietzke) Davis (1974) 
and Ann Rieger (1974)

→ Girton girls Kaye Gill (1961), Philippa Hook (1958), POS President Holly Jamieson (1997), 
Trish McLaughlin, Helen Bricher (1967) and Helen Marshall (1979)

→ Girton blazer and hat from Archives display
→ Girton old scholar Gay Sanderson (1962)

→ Mary Peake Fairholm (1971) looking 
through the Archives display
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Feast in the East

→ Sam Worrall-Thompson plating up for Kitchen Catering by Sam

His latest project, Bar Lune, is the eastern suburbs newest—and 
busiest—wine bar and is a stone’s throw from Pembroke. Introducing 
some nightlife into his impressive portfolio, it builds on the existing 
cafes and catering businesses he already runs, including Fine & Fettle, 
Community and Kitchen Catering by Sam.

While opening a new restaurant in the midst of a pandemic is enough 
to make most run in the other direction, Sam thrives on a challenge. 
‘Being the guy with the idea, I have the responsibility to see it work. If 
anything, I find it a little bit inspiring.’ 

It hasn’t always been expertly designed dishes and carefully crafted 
menus for the self-taught chef. While his brother Blake (2002) quickly 
ventured into personal training and eventually life coaching, Sam faced 
the all too frequent dilemma of not knowing what to do after school. He 
worked as a bricklayer in Broome before moving to the UK where he 
learnt the ins and outs of ‘restaurant-ing’. Upon his return to Adelaide he 
worked as a manager and chef in several bars and pubs, including his first 
business Jack Ruby. 

Sam is most proud of his capacity to overcome challenges with 
innovation and determination. After starting Kitchen Catering by Sam in 
his garage with only a set of business cards and a deep fryer, he is now 
thriving in Adelaide’s wedding scene. He has brought his characteristic 
determination to his latest projects, working non-stop as Fine & Fettle 
temporarily switched to takeaway and delivery in 2020. He also 
managed the gym next door and brought Bar Lune to life in 2021. 

His advice for the Leavers of 2021 reflects all that he has learnt throughout his life:  
‘Your work ethic, and your ability to deal with the problem, is the most  

character-defining thing. Having had to work for every dollar, I’d say just work  
harder than those around you. Hard work far outweighs talent in the long term.’

He certainly doesn’t undervalue the importance of 
his time at Pembroke in developing the networks that 
would assist him in growing his business ventures. 
Acknowledging the support of those around him in 
trusting his vision and allowing him to follow his passion, 
Sam now has the freedom that his creativity needs to 
bring his ideas to life. Only a few months into Bar Lune’s 
tenancy in Beulah Park, he is already overflowing with 
ideas for his next venture. He can’t sit still on the chair 
in front of me and it’s clear he’s ready to get out and do 
what he does best—moving from strength to strength 
and building Adelaide’s dining scene considerably in the 
process. 

With his finger on the eastern suburbs pulse and always 
looking for the next opportunity, Sam loves spotting the 
gaps in the Adelaide market and bringing home ideas and 
opportunities from interstate. ‘I think the creative thing—
you like it or you don’t. You just see ideas, and in Adelaide 
I see them everywhere. There’s just so many things in 
Sydney and Melbourne that would work here.’

Sam continues to bite off more than the average person 
could chew; then, not only does he chew easily but he 
plates it up wonderfully along the way.

Gabbi Agnew 
Marketing and Communications Coordinator

Growing up in a sporty family 
Pembroke old scholar Sam 
Worrall-Thompson (2003) 
always wanted to be an AFL 
player. But life had other plans 
for the Adelaide-based chef. 

→ Bar Lune

→ BBQ Shawarma Cauliflower at Bar Lune

For those who frequent his previous and existing 
businesses, knowing that Bar Lune is a Sam Worrall- 
Thompson special is enough to guarantee a booking.  
His knack for delivering exactly what you didn’t know  
you needed is evident in the mouthwatering menu. As  
his list of accolades grows he stays as wonderfully 
grounded and driven as ever. 

Sam credits much of his independence to the 
Pembroke Boarding House where—although loving to 
bend the rules—he learned the life skills he would need 
to run his businesses. He still remembers the excitement 
and anticipation of finishing school, where his fondest 
memories are of the inseparable friendships he made and 
the special bond that the boarding community had within 
Pembroke. 

His advice for the Leavers of 2021 reflects all that he has 
learnt throughout his life: ‘Your work ethic, and your ability 
to deal with the problem, is the most character-defining 
thing. Having had to work for every dollar, I’d say just work 
harder than those around you. Hard work far outweighs 
talent in the long term.’

→ Sam and business partner 
Will 

→  Mouthwatering meals at Bar Lune on 
The Parade
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Births
Alexander Jeffries (1998) and 

his husband Cedric Van den Borren 
welcomed their son Charles, weighing 
3.75 kg and 54 cm long, on 16 August 
2021 at Baptist South Hospital in 
Alabama, USA. He is a little brother 
for their daughter Chloe. The Jeffries 
family live in London, UK, and have had 
both children via surrogacy in the USA. 
Charlie’s Australian passport should 
arrive any day and they hope to be flying 
home to the UK very soon.

Toby Stratmann (1998) and his 
wife Caroline welcomed Elka Stocker 
Stratmann, weighing 2.8 kg and 48 cm 
long, on 4 August 2021 at Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital in Sydney. Elka arrived on 
her due date. Mum and Dad are thrilled to 
be locked down in a love bubble with their 
little bundle of happiness.

 
Adam Tyney (1998) and his wife Iona 
welcomed Elsie Vivienne Tyney, weighing 
4.29 kg and 60 cm long, on 19 April 2021 
at Wairau Hospital, Blenheim, NZ. She is a 
little sister for Alec.

Deaths
We sadly note the following deaths.

Christopher Collette (1968) sadly 
passed away on 24 August 2021, aged 
72. While at School Christopher was 
House Captain, School Vice-Captain and 
School Prefect, and served on the First 
XI Cricket team. Christopher went on to 
teach at Pembroke for 7 years as well 
as at international schools in Singapore, 
China and Indonesia. We are grateful for 
Christopher’s service to the Pembroke 
Old Scholars as a committee member 
and as President during 1987–89.

He leaves behind his wife Julia, 
sons Symeon and Alexander, two 
granddaughters, his 99 year old mother, 
and two siblings Rosie and Patrick.

Lynette (Blackman) Fry (1956) sadly 
passed away on 21 April 2021, aged 83. 

Mardi (Antill) Szantyr (1972) 
peacefully passed away on 28 June 2021, 
aged 66. Mardi taught at the University 
of South Australia for many years and 
most recently taught business law at 
Eynesbury College. 

Births, Deaths 
& Marriages

→ Alexander Jeffries, Cedric Van den Borren with 
daughter Chloe and son Charles

→ Raphael and Fiona Krell

→ Julia and Christopher Collette 

→ David Rushton

→ Toby and Caroline Stratmann with Elka

Marriages
Raphael Krell (2001) married Fiona 

Samuel at Coombe Yarra Valley on 21 
March 2021. The pair then ‘glamped’ and 
swam with whale sharks on Ningaloo 
Reef, drank poolside cocktails in Broome 
and had many a long lunch in Margaret 
River.

William Smerdon (2004) married  
Sim Didhu on 6 August 2018. Together 
they welcomed daughter Olive on 15 
February 2020.

David Rushton-Smith (2002) sadly 
passed away on 30 January 2021 at the 
age of 35. David was a gentle, humble 
soul with a special smile who loved 
music, nature and the outdoors. He 
toured Malaysia as a flute player with 
the Pembroke Band, then as a university 
student learnt to play the didgeridoo and 
enjoyed fire-twirling.

David graduated in Mechatronic 
Engineering at the University of Adelaide 
and worked initially for an engineering 
company in Adelaide, expanding 
his computer language skills; this 

led him to a position with a research 
team at the University of Technology, 
Sydney. The team was responsible 
for the development of the world’s 
first autonomous grit-blasting robot, 
receiving a University Medal for research 
excellence. The robot was used to 
sandblast the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
He moved to California where he worked 
for Google for 5 years, mostly in the 
areas of artificial intelligence and sensory 
programming for robots, then returned to 
Adelaide in 2018 as a contract software 
engineer. David achieved a great deal in 
his life, tragically cut short.
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Archives

→ Alicia Martha “Lillie” Thompson prior to her marriage in 1898

From Resilience a School is Born

It has been a difficult time for many during lockdown 
and particularly in regard to technology whilst working 
from home. In Archives, I welcome the opportunity to 
reflect on our progress and to focus on our many projects 
as we adapt to new ways of carrying out our tasks. There 
are many challenges in archival work including the 
changes in technology and the preservation of many 
items of memorabilia held in storage. Those of you who 
follow the Archives articles will know that preservation 
and conservation are valued passions of mine as School 
Archivist.

A risk assessment conducted on our wide range of media was 
concerning, realising the need to quickly fast track our digitisation 
processes in order to preserve our existing older media formats. 

The Girton House era is another challenge! It is the period of our 
history when Mrs Lillie Smith (nee Thompson) first established her new 
school in her Kent Town home, calling it Girton House. What a remarkable 
woman of her time – war had broken out in Europe mid-1914, severe 
drought had a significant effect on the agricultural sector, and the Stock 
Exchange had been forced into a temporary closure which affected their 
family financial situation. Her husband, James, was a stockbroker and 
their two boys were schooling at St Peter’s College. Lillie negotiated with 
banks, purchased a property which doubled as their residence and as a 
school for girls, opening in February 1915. 

This period in our history from 1915 until 1926 is difficult to document 
due to lack of records – there are no entry cards and no photographic 
evidence in the early Girton magazines. The Girton magazines were 
small A5 booklets filled with poetry, news items and brief sporting 
updates. As you read these articles, one can imagine what the 
experiences were like in those times.

Pembroke and its founding schools have a 
history of working together as a community  
in difficult times, as best described in our 
motto, Ex Unitate Vires. 

This is a wonderful example of resilience found in our 
School. From the distant past over 106 years ago, Lillie 
Smith’s resilience has left a legacy that is felt in Pembroke 
today.

Proof of schooling during this period is discovered in 
our Girton photo albums and often by acquiring historical 
information via family connections. Several archival 
requests have been received from family members 
wanting to undertake a family history project requiring 
confirmation of schooling details. 

More recently, the granddaughter of a Girton House 
past student contacted Archives to source information. 
From this liaison, we were able to compare her family 
photographs with our Girton albums, successfully 
identifying many names of the girls in a few of our 
photographs from the founding years. Their names are 
depicted in the 1918 Tennis photograph (left). 

King’s College records also document a vast collection 
of photographs. Recently the photograph (below) was 
received from King’s Old Collegian who schooled in the 
late 1950s through to late 1960s. It is believed to be the 
Year 6 class taught by Miss Deane circa 1959. However, 
we need your help to identify these lads. If you can, with 
certainty, identify any missing names, I would be delighted 
to hear from you. Please contact archives@pembroke.
sa.edu.au

Archives is privileged to be a part of the continuing  
re-engagement of our old scholar community with the 
past. As always, we gratefully accept all memorabilia from 
Girton, King’s or Pembroke and encourage our community 
to take an interest in the history of your School. 

Remember – Archives Matter!

Peta Harries 
School Archivist

Dear Girls of Gir ton House,

With very great pleasure, though with a certain 

amount of diffidence, I write the introduction to the 

first issue of our School magazine, which, as time goes 

on, will, I hope, continue to justify its existence.

As a School we are very young, and consequently have 

no traditions – these we are striving to establish, and 

as Girton House makes for itself a history we hope 

the pages will bear records of development in mental 

breadth and distinctive womanhood.

In our Magazine we aim at portraying truthfully 

our successes, our failures, our joys, our sorrows, the 

combination of which goes to make up the life of the 

average school girl. 

As from time to time the publication appears may 

its pages reflect to the full the sunshine and joy of 

life, brightening the pathway of high aims and noble 

ideals. 

At all times your friend,

Lillie Smith
Girton House
27th April, 1916

Let me share Lillie Smith’s introductory words on the 
first page in the Girton House Magazine, May 1916, Vol. I., 
No. 1. 

→ King’s circa 1959 Miss Deane  
Back row: Chris Disney, Philip Angel, Michael Gibson, Vivian Messner, 
Miss Deane, Rodney Payne, Martin Hann

 Middle row: Neil Slade, Chris Masters, ? , Mark Lehman, Dean Gambarotto, 
John Asztalos, Tom Grose, Chris Mehaffey, ? , Andrew Tagg, Fergus Munro, 
Colin Smith 
Front row: Philip Page, Douglas Stuart Maxwell-Wright, Randall 
Whittenbury, Dean Andrewartha, Andrew Brailey, ? , David Telfer

 *? denotes unknown name

→ 1918 Tennis team Girton House, L-R Phyllis Evans, Georgie Connor, 
Katherine Wemyss, Joyce Wald, Eleanor Hasell and Ross Nitschke

→ 1920 Girton House Prefects with Lillie Smith
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Calendar The following events and details are correct at the time of print, notwithstanding COVID-19 
social distancing requirements and possible changes to calendar events to meet these:

November 2021

Yr 11 Drama Production 
SACE
Thursday/Saturday 11 - 13
SS Drama, Girton Campus 

Pembroke Live
Sunday 14 
Osmond Tce Function  
Centre  
 
JS Ensembles Soiree 
Performance 
Thursday 18
DY Hall, Girton Campus

Spring Fling
Friday 19  
DY Hall, Girton Campus

P&F AGM
Friday 23  
Middle School Resource 
Centre, King’s Campus

Chamber Music Soiree 
Monday 29 
Location TBC

December 2021

ELC Performance 
Thursday 2 
Location TBC

Second Hand Book Sale 
Thursday/Friday 2 -3  
Location TBC

Year 6 Graduation 
Thursday 3 
DY Hall, Girton Campus

Year 6 Exhibition 
Monday 6 
Shipsters Road

 

2021 Dates

Term Dates

Term 1  
1 February (Tue) - 14 April   
(11 weeks) 

Term 2 
3 May (Tue) - 1 July  
(9 weeks followed  
by 3 week break)

Term 3 
26 July (Tue) -  
30 September (10 weeks)

Term 4 
17 October (Mon) -  
13 December (Tue) (9 weeks)

Public Holidays and  
Student Free Days

Term 1  
March 14 (Adelaide Cup)  
April 15 - 18 (Easter) 

Term 2 
May 2 (Staff PD)
June 13 (Queen’s Birthday)
July 25 (Staff PD)

Term 3
September 9  
(Adelaide Royal Show 
holiday for students-Staff PD)

2022 DatesThe Pembroke School community is 
saddened and extends our deep respect 
and sincere condolences to Dr Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu and family, the Gumatj Clan and  
to all members of the Yolngu Nation of north-
eastern Arnhem Land over the passing of  
Ms N. Yunupingu. 

Through our Gumatj Pembroke Bala 
Rali (partnership), Pembroke scholars 
and community have been influenced 
and inspired by Ms N. Yunupingu. Her 
personal and artistic journey, her capacity to 
communicate, and to teach through her work, 
was immense. 

A pioneer in abstract art, she broke with 
tradition and her works developed and 
moved from the depiction of cultural stories 
to illustrating and sharing her own personal 
journey. 

Unique, diverse and distinctive, her works, 
materials and practices continued to evolve 
and inspire. 

We remember with profound respect 
her gentle humility, quiet strength and 
extraordinary ability to influence and educate 
us through her work. We acknowledge and 
honour the legacy she leaves for future 
generations.

In Memorium

Ms N. Yunupingu
1945 – 2021

→ Ganyu, Painting on board → Work in progress, Ganyu (stars) Yirrikala, August 2021

Are your contact details correct? 
 
Stay up-to-date with the latest news from your Pembroke old scholar community  
and receive invitations to upcoming events. Update your details via our website:  
www.pembroke.sa.edu.au/old-scholars/update-your-details 

Help us go green! If you prefer to  receive the online  version of Pembroke news,  
please notify us via email at oldscholars@pembroke.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ Pembroke Old Scholars on Facebook and ‘Follow’  
Pembroke School on LinkedIn.

Update 
Your 
Details
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Jonathan Chan (Yr 4) on Baton relay, Junior School 
Sports Day


