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I am aware of the challenges of entering a school 
as a new Principal. I have done it twice myself. 
There is nothing quite like it. For me it was a 
whirlwind and, realistically, a 3-year one at both 
schools I have led. There are all the relationships 
to forge, details to grasp, tone and culture to 
understand, expectations to meet, personal life 
to find a place for, a new place to live in, new 
friends to make and current family to settle. And 
then there is the job of being a Principal—leading, 
managing, coordinating and supporting the work 
of a complex business. At Pembroke that includes 
1,700 children, over 300 staff, 1,200 families and 
12,000 old scholars, various stakeholder groups 
and aligned business and services, as well as 
governments and associations. It also includes 
a 50-million-dollar budget with ambitions for 
the future, and all the associated systems and 
processes built to support the programs, the 
people and the infrastructure. 

It was my experience to feel great energy, excitement, 
fear and of course self-doubt all bundled into one when I 
started as Principal. 

You do not undertake the experience alone—extremely 
far from it. Pembroke has superb people to rely on, 
and rely on them I did and do. But you can and do feel 
alone at times. That is the nature of the job and one that 
I imagine many of you experience in your work leading 
and participating in the various organisations that you do. 
What can we do to help make the transition at Pembroke 
as comfortable for Mr Staker as possible? I think the 
best thing to do is simply be aware of the realities of the 
job. When I came to Pembroke it was the occasional 
knowing wink, vote of encouragement, open support and 
a generous smile that made a huge difference. 

Mr Staker and I have been in regular contact and more 
so now as the date nears and his professional obligations 
can now move to Pembroke matters. As much as possible 
will be done to ensure that the School is well set up to 
meet Mr Staker’s immediate aims, while ensuring that 
everything else is ticking along nicely. I am very excited 
for the School—I think the next stage in its development 
is going to be incredibly positive and dynamic. There is so 
much for you all to look forward to.

At a time when dealing with the 
everyday presents challenge after 
challenge, this edition of Pembroke News 
attempts to focus on the reality that our 
School continues to evolve under this 
daily duress and look toward the future. 

On the eve of his retirement, in his last 
’From the Principal’ article (pages 2–3), 
Principal Luke Thomson reflects on the 
complexities of leading, managing and 
coordinating a school community forward 
into the unknown. Luke acknowledges 
that success with this is only possible with 
support in the workplace and at home. 
He is excited about what is ahead for 
Pembroke School and wishes incoming 
Principal Mr Mark Staker all the best for 
the challenges ahead. 

The shackles of COVID-19 restrictions 
have loosened somewhat and this is 
evident in the number of our students 
getting back to full involvement in their 
chosen co-curricular activities. You can 
read about the elite achievements by 
some of our students in the ’Student 
achievements’ article (pages 4–7).

It is wonderful to see that our old 
scholars are moving into fields of work 
that they are passionate about too. 
In his article ‘Working toward a better 
future’, old scholar Sam Drown (2011–16) 
shares his excitement about working on 
massive-scale clean energy projects and 
what it means to be involved in creating 
future energy solutions for our planet. He 
also mentions that it all started for him 
when he met an industry professional at 
the 2015 Pembroke Careers Breakfast, 
and you can read about this year’s 
Careers Breakfast on pages 12–13. 
Pembroke Outdoor Education teacher 
Ms Jessica Northcott shares her views on 
the environment movement (page 11) and 
details some of the actions and initiatives 
in which our students are actively involved 
in doing their bit to take better care of the 
environment. 

And what about curriculum? In 
his article ‘Contemporary trends in 
education’ (pages14–16) Dean of 
Studies Mr Clark Roberts-Thomson 
tells us that the pandemic has hastened 
key conversations into whether or not 
our students’ needs are satisfactorily 
addressed by recent approaches to 
education. Clark stresses the need 
to continually reflect on and consider 
other possibilities in creating the best 
educational environment for our students. 
One curriculum initiative that is planned 
for Pembroke is the French Semi-
Immersion Program, set to begin with 
its first Year 7 class in 2023. Pembroke 
French teacher Ms Clémence Semmler 
details the benefits of a bilingual 
education for our students on pages 
18–19.

Old scholar Annette Young (1979) is a 
senior journalist and news presenter on 
French television who recently visited 
the School, and the article by Mr Howard 
(Mac) MacPherson features her career in 
our Old Scholars section (pages 22–25). 
Annette met with our senior students 
and fascinated them with stories of the 
dangers of working in war zones, the 
intimidation of being a woman in a male-
dominated industry and how rewarding 
it can be to follow your passion and play 
a part in helping move society toward 
equality. Annette also recorded a vodcast 
while she was here, which readers are 
encouraged to view.

In her Archives column (page 29) 
Ms Peta Harries updates us with some 
wonderful stories from our past. She has 
anecdotes of some of the research that 
has recently taken place for our Archival 
collections and points out how important 
collecting the details of our past is for our 
future.

Happy reading; I hope you enjoy our 
Autumn edition of Pembroke News.

Tim O’Loughlin 
Editor

A Co-educational, Non-Denominational 
Day and Boarding School from Early 
Learning Centre to Year 12.

Pembroke School is an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World School 
offering the IB Diploma & Primary Years 
Programme (PYP). 

Cover Image
2022 Careers Breakfast in DY Hall.

pembroke.sa.edu.au

From the Editor

In this Edition

Autumn 2022
— Future

From the Principal

I am gearing up to retire. 
One may imagine gearing 
down. Well, I will admit  
to some shifting in my 
thinking. I often need to 
force myself to concentrate 
on the task at hand! I 
choose the idea of gearing 
up deliberately. What I am 
finding in my last months 
on the job is my mind 
drifting to what will be,  
yes, but also what has  
been and what needs to  
be done now to ensure  
the smoothest possible 
transition for Pembroke’s 
new Principal, Mr Staker.

03 From the Principal

05 Student Achievements

08 Working Toward a Better Future

11 The Environmental Movement

12 Careers Breakfast 

14 Contemporary Trends in   
 Education

17 Unreel Fim Festival

18 French Semi-Immersion Program

20 School Photo Gallery

22 Old Scholars

24 Old Scholar Annette Young

26 Births, Adoptions, Deaths &   
 Marriages

28 Foundation

29 Archives

30 In Memorium 

31 Calendar

Future

→  Henry Amber, Ellie Bentley (both Yr 6) and Luke Thomson 

0302  — Pembroke News — Autumn 2022 — Future



Lachie Davis 
— Year 12

Harry McGregor 
— Year 10

Tom Wycherley 
— Year 11

Kate Ying Thomson 
— Year 8

Lana Schwerdt 
— Year 11

India Rasheed 
— Year 10

Alice Sabine 
— Year 11

Ava Wilson 
— Year 11

Mirella Willis-Hell 
— Year 12

Lucy Li  
— Year 7

Mia Parkin 
— Year 11

Rose Parkin
— Year 9

Eliza Pannell 
—  Year 9

Olivia Souter 
— Year 10

Young Badminton star Lucy Li (Yr 7) competed in the 2022 
U15 State Badminton Championships in March and won 
the U15 Girls singles and doubles and Mixed doubles gold 
medals.

Basketballers Mia Parkin and Alice Sabine (both Yr 11) 
have been signed to the Norwood NBL1 team and Mia has 
been named in the SA Metro U18 State Basketball team in the 
national competition. 

Ava Wilson (Yr 11) gained a position in the State U17 
Cycling Track team, competing at the National Cycling Track 
Championships where she came sixth in a very strong field 
in the individual pursuit event and also won a bronze medal in 
the team event.

Another cyclist Mirella Willis-Hell (Yr 12) also competed at 
the National Cycling Track Championships and won a bronze 
medal in the U19 sprint event. Mirella has been selected in the 
State U19 Cycling team and competed in the 2022 Oceania 
Cycling Championships.

In a sport rarely covered in this report, Kate Ying Thomson 
(Yr 8) recently achieved her PB and received first place in 
both short and long technical problems in Figure Skating in 
the Autumn Cup 22 at the Ice Arena. 

Lana Schwerdt (Yr 11) and India Rasheed (Yr 10) gained 
positions in the State U18 Football team and competed 
recently in the AFL National Championships. SA went on to 
win the championship, defeating Victoria Metro by 3 points in 
the final match! Lana has been invited to test at the state-
based 2022 NAB AFLW Draft Combine in the coming months. 

Lachie Davis (Yr 12), a member of the Junior National 
squad, continues to impress in the field of Gymnastics and 
is competing in the National Gymnastics Championships as 
this publication goes to press. Lachie is one of very few South 
Australians competing at this level. 

Year 10 History buff Harry McGregor has been working 
with the Stirling Archives in creating a paper that tells the 
story of how local war veterans of the Stirling and Crafers area 
contributed to the war effort in the First World War. This report 
has been placed on display in the Stirling Library.

Tom Wycherley (Yr 11) was selected in the State U18 
Hockey team that competed recently at the National 
Championships.

Some of our girls have also been excelling in Hockey, with 
Rose Parkin, Eliza Pannell (both Yr 9) and Olivia Souter  
(Yr 10) selected to represent South Australia in the U15 Girls 
team at the National Hockey Championships in New South 
Wales recently.
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Student Achievements

Taher Mohamed
— Year 12

Christopher Oehler
— Year 12

James LaBrooy 
— Year 12

Liam Betts 
— Year 12

I rarely talk or write to you about what 
leading is like for me. That is because 
every day I am genuinely thanking all 
those who make leading possible, really 
possible. Steph, Sophie-Min, Oscar, staff, 
friends, deputies, chairs, colleagues, 
board members, volunteers, students, 
parents, interested observers, critics. 
It is so not an individual enterprise. To 
separate leading anything from those 
who help, enable and support it is 
disingenuous and frankly, in my case, 
inaccurate.  

Occasionally I read about leadership. I 
read different views of what is important 
and why—relational, managerial, 
servant, side-by-side, ethical etc. In the 
end, and humbly, I think leading is all of 
it. You need to do and be bits of all the 
expert and not-so-expert advice. So, 
you are never really good at it all, and I 
apologise for the bits I have been poor at, 
but you need to be capable at enough of 
those bits to ensure that the role you, and 
in the end you alone, choose to accept 
is fulfilled. The role has a real impact on 
others and it is important that the ideas, 
energy and commitment it needs are 
offered. And that is the point for me. It 
is not just about how do I lead; it is also 
about why do I lead. I have always felt 
that the reasons not to lead should be 
given your undivided attention as well.

I lead because I believe in the 
importance of education, schools and 
the people associated with them to 
deepen and broaden human experience 
and knowledge in both expected and 
unexpected ways—not always positive 
or right or effective but more often than 
not. I believe that education, schools 
and the people associated with the m 
are so central to meaningful human 
development that I can’t conceive of 
concepts of human freedom, human 
enlightenment and human flourishing 
without them in some form. It is no 
less than that and, for me, it might be 
more. Leading Pembroke has served to 
deepen my commitment to that belief. 

So, given the theme of this edition, 
where do the future and vision fit? They 
fit best as part of a much bigger picture in 
my view. If your efforts, locked as they are 
to the currents of your time as Principal, 
have helped to sustain a focus on the 
reason and purpose for education, for 
schooling and for their expression at  
Pembroke, then I think the future is well  
served. In this way thinking about the  
future is genuinely conceived from the 
right starting point—no big paradigm 
shift or panaceas to go after, just the 
hard work of attending to the business 
of ‘purpose’, which has always been the 
biggest and most exciting story for me, 
and I know for many others. 

Now I am looking forward to the 
challenge of not leading an organisation. 
I am looking forward to a different way 
of living, relating and thinking. It will be 
interesting. I think it will be at least a little 
liberating not to be governed by the 
rituals of an educational setting. I wonder 
what rituals will take their place and, 
engrained as they are, which ones will be 
harder to shift than others? 

I wish you well and thank you all for 
your marvellous support over the past 12 
years. I wish Mr Staker all the best and 
know there is much about Pembroke that 
he will treasure, and much of Pembroke 
that will treasure him. 

Luke Thomson 
Principal

→  The recently completed facelift of the Senior School Resource Centre with new staircase and lift

0504  — 



Luke Chen 
— Year 8

Sam Creighton  
— Year 11

Stella McEwin 
— Year 12

Izzy Vincent 
— Year 11

Clara Carrocci 
— Year 8

Lauren Harris 
— Year 8

Isabella McEwin
— Year 8

Abigail Cheng 
— Year 8

Claire Mohan-Ram 
— Year 10

Eboni Blackburn 
— Year 11

Lucy Townsend 
— Year 11

Lulu McEwin 
— Year 10

Lucy Townsend (Yr 11) from the Senior Girls Rowing squad 
won the heat of her U17 Women’s single scull event  
and placed second in a fast-moving final.

Isabella McEwin, Abigail Cheng and Kate Ying 
Thomson (all Yr 8) won the Sue Grandison Award for 
Excellence in Science for their investigation into the 
importance of nutrition in food and determining the  
Vitamin C content in various foods.

Claire Mohan-Ram (Yr 10) was selected in the State U16 
Softball team to play at the National Championships 2022. 

Izzy Vincent (Yr 11) has been busy consolidating her 
fabulous performance at the Tokyo Paralympic Games and 
recently competed in the 2022 Australian Age Swimming 
Championships at the SA Aquatic and Leisure Centre. Izzy 
has been named in the Australian Commonwealth Games 
team to compete in Birmingham, England, commencing in 
late July. 

Other emerging swimming stars are Clara Carrocci and 
Lauren Harris (both Yr 8). Between them, Lauren and Clara 
won 13 gold medals in the 12-yearold Girls Division at the 
recent SA State Long Course Swimming Championships. 
Clara went on to win silver in the U13 100m butterfly and 
200m backstroke events at the recent 2022 Australian 
National Age Swimming Championships. 

Luke Chen (Yr 8) recently won the State Table Tennis 
Championship in 3 categories—U15, U17 and U21!

Sam Creighton (Yr 11) is the State Triathlon Draft Legal U19 
Champion for 2022.

An amazing family trifecta occurred earlier in the year when 
Stella McEwin (Yr 12), Lulu McEwin (Yr 10) and Jemima 
McEwin (Yr 8) were all selected to represent South Australia 
in their age groups for Water Polo. Unfortunately COVID-19 
prevented them from participating in the 2022 Australian 
Youth Water Polo Championships in Brisbane. Jemima also 
qualified for the State Triathlon team to compete in Hervey 
Bay in September.

Another Water Polo star Jack Lawson (Yr 10) represented 
South Australia in the U16 Water Polo team. 

Rosa Hessabi
— Year 10

James Jankowski
— Year 11

Feruz Karimov
— Year 11

Emilia Kerr 
— Year 12

Lili Behrendt 
— Year 12

Ben Black
— Year 11

Nicholas Smith
— Year 12

Max Stewart 
— Year 12

Frank Shen 
— Year 9

Alex Lee
— Year 12 

Kirby Marton
— Year 12 

Cooper Peter 
— Year 12

Beacher Ross 
— Year 11

Kurt Brice 
— Year 12

James Speck
— Year 11

Jasper Yeend
— Year 11

Kyla Murfett 
— Year 11

Student Achievements

Two of the three senior (Years 11/12) teams to go through 
to the national round of the Australian Computational 
and Linguistics Olympiad (OzCLO) are from Pembroke. 
This competition challenges students to solve puzzles 
in fascinating real languages. Team A comprises Taher 
Mohamed, Christopher Oehler, James LaBrooy and 
Liam Betts (all Yr 12) and Team B is Alex Lee, Kirby Marton, 
Nicholas Smith and Max Stewart (all Yr 12).

Frank Shen (Yr 9) was presented with the Theory of 
Music (DRAW) Grade 4 Prize at the AMEB SA & NT Awards 
Ceremony for 2021 candidates at Elder Hall, the University of 
Adelaide, earlier in the year.

Netballer Emilia Kerr (Yr 12) has signed on with the South 
Adelaide Premier Grade Netball team. 

Robotics continues to flourish here at Pembroke. Our 
Senior Vex Robotics teams were victorious in the recent 
Nationals Tournament. ‘Operation Night Fury’ were 
Tournament Champions (first in their division nationally). This 
team consists of Lili Behrendt (Yr 12), Ben Black (Yr 11), 
Rosa Hessabi (Yr 10), Taher Mohamed (Yr 12), David Winn 
and Jem O’Callaghan (both OS). ‘Operation Ultra Kirby’, 
consisting of James Jankowski, Feruz Karimov, James 
Speck, Stuart Vass, Ben Woolcock, Jasper Yeend and 
Kyla Murfett (all Yr 11), won the Design Award at the Nationals 
and the Innovate Award at the World Championships. In 
a role he has held since October 2020, Stuart Vass has 
been working on the Robotics Education and Competition 
Foundation Student Advisory Board. This Foundation 
supports the Vex Robotics competitions.

Cooper Peter (Yr 12) attended the National Rowing 
Championships in Nagambie, Victoria, earlier in the year. 
Cooper competed in two classifications—School Boy single 
scull and Club Men’s double scull. He achieved sixth place in 
the double scull in a very tight race and made it all the way to 
the B final in the single scull, and was overall the fourth fastest 
across all the races in this event.

Pembroke Boys School Boy four—Beacher Ross (Yr 
11), Cooper Peter, Kurt Brice, Ozan Uykal (all Yr 12) and 
coxswain Eboni Blackburn (Yr 11)—were winners of the 
2022 South Australian State Rowing Championships. 
Members of the team backed up this strong performance 
with second place in the U19 Men’s single scull and coxless 
pair events. Cooper won the U21 Men’s double scull with his 
club crew.

Ozan Uykal 
— Year 12

Stuart Vass 
— Year 11

Ben Woolcock
— Year 11

Jemima McEwin 
— Year 8

Jack Lawson 
— Year 10
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→ Old scholar Sam Drown (2016)

Working Toward a Better Future

Hi Sam, what have you been up to since leaving 
Pembroke? 

After finishing school I went on to study Aerospace and 
Mechanical Engineering at The University of Adelaide where 
I was able to lean into my passion for everything ‘space’! This 
actually came about after meeting an industry professional, 
Mark Ramsey, at a Pembroke Careers Breakfast and seeing 
that this was a viable career—Thanks, Mark!

Upon graduation I was fortunate to go and work on the 
joint US/AUS Space Surveillance Telescope (SST) in remote 
Western Australia with a talented international team, where we 
principally tracked satellites and space debris—a situation that 
needs continued focus in the current environment. During this 
time I was becoming increasingly interested in the clean energy 
transition and the role that Australia can play in this space, and 
decided that a change of scenery was in order. 

A few plane rides later while dodging COVID-19 I ended up 
working in Sydney with 5B, a clean technology company that 
accelerates access to low-cost, safely deployed, gigawatt-
scale solar energy.

What is it about the clean energy transition that  
inspires you?

I strongly believe that the clean energy transition is of a 
scale we have never seen before. Almost every industry will 
be impacted and hence there is such a great opportunity 
to change current practices. I’m loving being a part of the 
innovative ideas that we are coming up with to address this 
global need at 5B, and it’s great to see other companies tackling 
such a variety of challenges worldwide. For Australia I’m 
hopeful that we are able to jump into and solve some of these 
challenges, and in doing so improve our economic complexity 
and futureproof our skill base. 

As with any megaproject the clean energy transition relies 
on so many pieces working cohesively together, and the ability 
to unite behind a common mission is a great thing to inspire 
yourself to power through any long workday!

You mentioned when we spoke on the phone that the 
company you work with is embarking on an amazing solar 
project; can you tell us about that?

 
Working at a start-up has certainly been a stark contrast to 

being with a global defence prime but it is much more my pace. 
5B is dedicated to developing low-cost utility-scale solar on a 
scale never seen before and is currently the preferred supplier 
for the world’s largest solar farm, Suncable, to be built in the 
Northern Territory, which will supply 15% of Singapore’s total 
energy needs (in addition to Darwin and the NT). 

To execute on projects of the scale of Suncable we need 
to continue the cost reduction in utility-scale solar through 
innovation across the production, deployment, and operations  
and management of these systems. I was quickly given far 
more responsibility at 5B and am now managing a project to 
develop a custom vehicle for the deployment of 5B’s Maverick 
Solar solution, which will revolutionise our speed of deployment, 
driving down cost in the process. 

Other interesting projects I’ve been working on relate to 
automating manufacturing lines through the use of industrial 
robotics and continuing our product development and 
optimisation journey across multiple regions. 

With solar solutions being adopted globally it’s clear that 
larger solar farms will become commonplace, but it has been 
interesting to learn how different environments, such as high 
wind regions or areas with various geotechnical makeups, can 
influence the design and cost-competitiveness of different 
systems—after all, solar farms in cyclonic areas sound pretty 
crazy until you see them withstanding those high wind loads!

Recently I have been in touch with Pembroke old scholar Sam Drown 
(2011–16). After studying Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering 
at The University of Adelaide, Sam has quickly established himself 
as a key player in large-scale clean energy projects. Motivated by 
the engineering challenges and a desire to help create a better 
environment, Sam’s enthusiasm for his work was palpable. 

Tim O’Loughlin
Head of Publications
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Think back to any childhood 
memory and most often there 
is an unwavering presence of 
nature—connecting to outdoor 
environments, being immersed in 
nature, feeling the warmth of the 
radiant sun, getting submerged by 
powerful waves or staring at the 
magnificence of a mountain range. 
Where do you feel most at peace? 
Where do we go on our holiday 
breaks? Nothing is clearer in my 
mind than the interconnectedness 
between humans and nature, 
whether it be the energy, relaxation 
and clarity we gain from stepping 
outside and away from the 
addictive buzz of technology, or the 
impact that the most successful but 
invasive species has on the planet. 
Ironically, part of the solution, or 
at least the opportunity to scale the 
conversation, lies in social media.

The current response on the broad 
and complex topic of environmental 
issues in Australia is a complicated one. 
There are many factors that determine 
an individual’s response, view and 
willingness to take action. Many young 
people within the Pembroke School 
community are fiercely passionate about 
sustainability, climate change and a 
range of other issues from single-use 
plastic consumption, recycling, land 
clearing, ocean health and political 
agenda. There is also growing concern 
from people in older demographics who 
are equally concerned about  
these issues.  
 
 

 

 
 

Australia’s political stance has 
shown an unwillingness to believe the 
science, see the evidence and make 
progressive changes. Recently at the 
COP26 conference in Glasgow, Australia 
received the prestigious award of 
Colossal Fossil by the Climate Action 
Network-International (CAN) due to its 
appallingly snail-paced movement within 
political objectives and goals. We were 
followed closely by the United States and 
the United Kingdom, in second and third 
place, respectively.  

So what are we, Pembroke School, 
doing? There have been environmental 
action groups on both the Middle 
and Senior School campuses and 
educational action embedded within 
the Junior campus. In subjects 
such as Geography, Science and 
the International Baccalaureate’s 
Environmental Systems and Societies 
there is a range of sustainable 
approaches, student research, actions 
and initiatives. Outdoor Education at 
both Middle and Senior School year 
levels has a deep and rich sustainable 
philosophy whereby beach clean-ups, 
minimal impact approaches and rich 
discussions between staff and students 
occur. Students do feel moved by 
these experiences but are somewhat 
disenfranchised when they try to take  
further action, only to be stopped 
by systemic roadblocks. So whose 
responsibility is this crisis then? 
Sustainability is a cross-curriculum 
priority according to the Australian 
Curriculum and Assessment Reporting 
Authority (ACARA), right? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positive changes are happening 
and there is still time. This bottom-up 
approach includes the grass roots 
movement of individuals such as the 
Student Strike for Climate, as well as 
conscientious businesses and savvy 
entrepreneurs who are taking this into 
their own hands. What can you do? 
We each have a vital part to play in 
interconnectedness around the globe. 
Start local, act global. Take each and 
every opportunity to be an informed 
consumer. Have difficult conversations 
and support environmentally aware 
businesses. Critical analysis of our 
personal actions is paramount. That 
fun-loving, outdoorsy Aussie persona we 
embody is at risk of global critique. When 
you ponder that next holiday getaway, 
also remember to realign your intrinsic 
values, beliefs and feelings about why 
we need to each take meaningful action 
to preserve this beautiful world in which 
we live.

Jessica Northcott 
Teacher

Do you have any advice to our students about finding the 
right career for themselves?

There is a lot of general advice out there from those with far 
more experience than me; so, trying to keep it practical:

1. The best way to navigate the current industry dynamic 
is to develop a strong skill base that can be applied across 
numerous sectors—principally, for students, I think this is 
learning difficult problem-solving through Maths, Science  
and, importantly, programming. If you’re interested in STEM  
you really must learn how to program—it will probably triple 
your career options overnight and allow you to command far 
higher salaries in the process. If it doesn’t fit into your timetable, 
the online resources are very comprehensive.

2. I also think that it pays to be aware of some of the 
opportunities that aren’t in broad daylight. For example, 
prestigious top management consulting firms (e.g. Mckinsey  
& Company, Boston Consulting Group and Bain Consulting) 
don’t have a footprint in Adelaide but could be interesting  
career prospects for talented young individuals.

3. As a final point I’m very strong on surrounding yourself 
 with people who are aligned with your goals. I love being around 
ambitious people and I find that it’s contagious, so seeking out 
those people is of utmost importance.

Do you have particularly fond memories of your time at 
Pembroke that you can share with the readers? 

I spent a lot of time at Pembroke playing and coaching 
Volleyball for the School. Seeing the program grow and 
develop over the past decade has been extremely rewarding, 
culminating in Pembroke retaking its place as Interschol 
champions for the past couple of years and sending teams to 
state and national volleyball competitions. I feel very proud to 
have been able to play a role in this development and should 
acknowledge Andrew Clark for his continuing dedication to  
the sport. 

I have very fond memories of a number of my teachers, with 
Mr Duffy and Mr Hopkins, my Science teachers in Years 11 
and 12, absolute standouts for their enthusiasm. In particular 
I remember one day walking into Year 12 Physics and asking 
Mr Duffy about gravitational waves—not 5 minutes later he 
had pivoted the class to a fascinating discussion dissecting 
the, at the time, recent developments at Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) when gravitational 
waves had been detected for the first time. 

The buy-in from Pembroke’s teaching staff along with 
a fantastic cohort of friends made my time at Pembroke a 
wonderful experience, and it’s exciting seeing so many former 
peers executing so well on their passions.

Old Scholar Sam Drown 
– Working Toward a Better Future

→  Sam Drown third from left, front row and colleagues with the US/AUS Space Surveillance Telescope

→  Year 12 Outdoor Education students at the beach clean up site in Innes National Park

The Environmental Movement

→  Innes National Park sunset
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Peta Harries, Naomi Diggens and Andrea Schultz

Careers Breakfast 

The annual Pembroke 
Careers Breakfast is the 
highlight of the old scholar 
calendar and an important 
event on the Senior School 
calendar. The event was 
recently held in DY Hall, 
and as always it was a 
wonderful event for 
mentors and students alike.

Supported by the Old Scholars 
Committee, this event has continued 
to grow since it was first initiated and 
developed in 2011. It is a wonderful 
and unique opportunity for Pembroke 
students to connect with old scholars, 
and current and past parents, who are 
working in the industries that they are 
interested in pursuing after graduation. 
At this year’s event 60 mentors and 123 
students were in attendance, and over 
breakfast questions were asked and 
career paths discussed. The industries 
represented on the day included 
Medicine, Law, Engineering, Social 
Sciences and Performing Arts, just to 
name a few!

The two 20-minute sessions allowed students to move from one industry 
to the next and gain valuable insight into career paths they may not have been 
interested in previously. They were able to hear individual career stories and gain 
appreciation of the various influences on a person’s career journey. There was 
also the opportunity at the end of the event for students to ask questions and 
network before heading to class.

“The Careers Breakfast gave me the 
opportunity to talk to several people in the 

health and medical industry, in addition to a 
defence force officer. With my own personal 
interest in similar careers it was insightful to 

hear about their day-to-day, as well as the 
numerous pathways and opportunities in 

their occupations—nothing I could have ever 
learnt from a Google search.” 

Jade Schneider (Yr 12) 

For mentors it was a wonderful opportunity to inspire the next generation 
but also to catch up with each other! Many mentors knew each other either as 
classmates or from their previous involvement in the event.

“What an opportunity the Pembroke Careers 
Breakfast is - for both the students and us old 

scholars alike! My career path has had its 
twists and turns and continues to evolve 

with time - something I happily share with 
the students who so often feel the pressure of 

needing to choose their forever job now. I 
really enjoy my interactions with the Year 11 

and 12 students, who often pleasantly 
surprise me with their candour and 

confidence. It is also a testament to the 
calibre of our school to see such a diverse 

range of successful careers amongst our old 
scholars and have them give back to our 
school community by returning to share 

their own experiences and insights.”  

Ali (Michell) Phillips (1998)

This year first-time mentors joined us from industries such as Law, Medicine, 
Architecture and Defence, and we hope that this variety of careers and mentors 
will help the senior students with their vocational choices in the future. It is lovely 
to see mentors who attended the breakfast themselves returning to share their 
knowledge and career pathways.

Thank you to all mentors in attendance on the day and we look forward to 
seeing you again at the next Careers Breakfast in 2023!

Naomi Diggens

Acting Manager, Old Scholar Engagement 

→ 2022 Careers Breakfast, DY Hall

Anna Pannell (1993), Jonathon Wurst (2012) and Manhei Ma (2008)

Angelik van den Berg (2001), Emilia Kerr (Yr 12),  
Holly Wadlow, Alice Qin, Charlene Du (all Yr 11),  

Chole Sage (Yr 12) and Chloe Smitham (Yr 11)

Nikki Dwyer Bryce Daniliuc (Yr 11) and Chris Benson

2022 Careers Breakfast

Chloe Tziavrangos (Yr 11)  
and Brenz Saunders (2015)

Will Kennett (Yr 11)  and Natasha Stott Despoja AO (1986)
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Contemporary Trends in Education

→ Dean of Studies Clark Roberts-Thomson engages with a Year 9 Virtual Reality project 

There is little doubt that the global disruption over the past few 
years has had significant impacts on all industries, and education 
is no exception. While we in South Australia have had less 
disruption than most, the pandemic has accelerated some key 
discussions in education and the extent to which the current 
system meets the needs of our young people.

The most significant of these 
discussions is whether schools 
sufficiently recognise the extent 
of the learning that students 
achieve during their time at 
school. Currently schools are 
required to report achievement 
on a 5-point scale in each 
learning area; however, that only 
provides limited scope for 
recognition of the varying 
achievement in the plethora of 
skills and knowledge that 
students develop during their 
time at school. Equally, students 
in Year 12 are recognised in both 
SACE and the IB through 
numerical scores for each subject, 
which combine to assign them an 
overall score. For the vast 
majority of our students these 
scores are then ranked for the 
purposes of entrance into tertiary 
education. 

Should schools and education systems recognise 
the achievements of students across a much wider set 
of criteria and capabilities than just their knowledge in 
specific subjects? The broad consensus is yes but therein 
lies a very complex problem; is it possible to certify a level 
of achievement in broad capabilities that an employer 
or tertiary education provider can rely upon as a valid 
measure? Teachers and schools are able to assess 
students’ strengths and abilities over a significant length 
of time, and thus can reliably assess those students 
based upon their specific school context. However, it is 
less clear that these assessments necessarily translate 
to comparisons with other students in other schools, and 
that they actually provide any basis to infer achievement 
in general capabilities. For example, a teacher can assess 
the Chemistry communication skills of a student in their 
class based on all the work they have done throughout the 
course, but does that allow them to infer anything about 
their general communication skills or easily compare 
these skills with those of another student in a completely 
different school studying different subjects? On a most 
basic level this requires consideration of whether these 
types of capabilities can be separated from the specific 
context in which they are considered. Is there such a thing 
as an excellent communicator across all domains? Or are 
the skills linked inextricably to the content that is being 
communicated, making discipline knowledge crucial in 
facilitating skills?



→ Mr Clark Roberts-Thomson with Matt Edwards and Cathy Zeng (both Yr 9)

Unreel Film FestivalContemporary Trends in Education

Nikolas Gelios, Tighe Wilson (both 2021).  
Joint Winners of Best Year 12 Film Entwined. Absent: Oscar Wangel

Jasper Dew (2021) - Joint Winner of Best Y12 Film Strikethrough

Mrs Kia Sheidow and Miss Bianca Willson-Keelan Dom McInerney and Tom Archer (both 2018)

Bryce Daniliuc, Jack Clark, Jonte Dew, Marcus Scott (all Yr 11). Winners of Best Year 10 Film Bloody Memories

Matthew Lim, Jonte Dew, Portia Le, Charlotte McLoughlin and Christian Nardinocchi (all Yr 11) Andrea Rodriguez Garcia and Elsie Jones (both Yr 12)

Another linked yet separate discussion is 
the inclusion of interdisciplinary knowledge 
and concepts into curriculum offerings. The 
world is complex and most contemporary 
issues are not neatly divided into specific 
disciplinary groups. For example, climate 
change is not a purely scientific phenomenon, 
having implications in geography, business, 
economics, politics and technology, as well 
as historical roots and influence in language, 
culture, the arts and literature. So, allowing 
students to experience that complexity 
prepares them for engaging in these types 
of issues once they graduate. The difficulty 
once again lies in how these experiences are 
integrated into a coherent scheme. In practice 
the best interdisciplinary teams are those in 
which individuals bring their own expertise 
and can contribute to the discussion from 
their own experience and perspective. 
Discipline knowledge is not less useful but 
often does not form the entire picture, so 
schools need to find the right balance of 
ensuring continued discipline-specific growth 
while also acknowledging the limitations of 
individual disciplines to deal with complex 
problems. At Pembroke we have strategically 
sought opportunities to provide students with 

both specific interdisciplinary options as well 
as options for disciplines to collaborate in 
areas that can offer authentic experiences for 
students. The CO2 Dragster project that the 
Year 7s engage in is an excellent example of 
such a collaboration between the sciences 
and technology. 

The final trend, which has accelerated 
since the pandemic began in 2020, is the 
role and purpose of technology in education. 
Pembroke has always been circumspect 
in its approach to the use of technology, 
acknowledging its benefits but always aware 
of its limitations. The shift in community 
confidence in, as well as broader acceptance 
of, technological solutions has created some 
amazing opportunities for our students, 
whether it be zooming in talks by old scholars 
and other experts, or creating and exploring 
virtual reality spaces from here at School. 
However, access to technology is not without 
its challenges, particularly in ensuring that 
students think critically about the information 
that they access, and ensuring that they 
form good habits in regard to managing 
distractions and efficient use of their time. 
But, more fundamentally, one of the most 

valuable aspects of school is the ability to 
discuss, debate and consider ideas with a 
group of other individuals. Gaining knowledge 
may be possible as an individual in isolation, 
but genuine understanding often requires 
others to provide different perspectives that 
open our minds to ideas we may never have 
considered ourselves. 

At Pembroke we continually reflect and 
consider new approaches to ensure that we 
are providing the best educational experience 
for our students. We are cognisant of the 
employment landscape for our students 
but also of the need to develop skills and 
knowledge to cope with the academic 
demands of the tertiary sector and to 
contribute effectively to local, national and 
international debates that shape our future. 
While we do this primarily through the lens of 
specific disciplines and subject knowledge, 
we are also conscious that the development 
of skills and attributes is just as important. 
If there is one constant it is that the most 
valuable skill is the ability to learn.

 
Clark Roberts-Thomson
Dean of Studies

→ Ms Ella Camporeale and Amaya de Silva, Piper Maitland and Bonnie Pettigrew (all Yr 9) 
photographing for a Virtual Reality project inside the Shipsters Road Atrium

Rosie Williams (Yr 12) . Winners of Best Year 11 Film  
Millennium Bug. Absent: Maddy Symon, Kat Lobban, Aston Zilm

Kirsty Stark (Guest Speaker, Epic Films) and Edward King (2021).
Winner of The Margaret Bennett Award for Best Film Sisyphus

Adrian, Lily (2021) and Penny Cowell
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→ Mrs Clémence Semmler, Ray Wang and Alexis Teusner (both Yr 7)

Over 40% of the world’s population is bilingual,  
which is an undeniable advantage in an increasingly  
global and interconnected world. 

The cognitive and practical 
benefits of a bilingual education 
are indisputable; development 
of thinking skills and executive 
function, improved memory, and 
opportunities to work and travel 
abroad are only a few examples. 

Pembroke is hence excited to launch 
its French Semi-Immersion Program, with 
its first Year 7 class in 2023. Students will 
benefit from this unique opportunity for 
accelerated development of intercultural 
understanding, cognitive skills and the ability 
to communicate fluently in French. Over 4 
years (Years 7–10) students with some prior 
background in the language will accelerate in 
their acquisition of French through intensive 
exposure to the language through the 
Content and Language Integrated Learning 
(CLIL) methodology, in which students 
acquire language through the study of other 
subjects using the target language. They will 
attend an average of two lessons per day 
in French for the following subjects: French 
Language and Literature (Years 7–10), History 
and Geography (Years 7–10) and Art and 
Drama (Year 7 only).

Students graduating from the program will 
then have the opportunity to study French at 
advanced levels in Years 11 and 12, including 
IB Diploma Higher Level French B, IB Diploma 
French A (Literature) or early-entry French 
at Adelaide or Flinders universities. We are 
confident that we will be able to set up an 
exchange as well as reinstate our biennial 
French Trip in the near future.

Graduation from the bilingual semi-
immersion program will also facilitate 
opportunities to travel, study and work 
in French-speaking countries across the 
world, and will therefore offer graduates of 
the program a significant advantage in their 
journeys beyond school.

Clémence Semmler 
Language Coordinator (French) 

French Semi-Immersion Program
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School Photo 
Gallery

Boys 1st Eight narrowly missed a top-four placing by 2 seconds Shreya Sandesh on the Year 4 Camp

Junior School Cross Country Lunch time in the Senior School

Head of the River

Oscar Sidwell (Yr 8)Scarlett Potamianos and Coco Loveday (both Yr 9) Year 4 Camp

School Photo 
Gallery

Year 7 Camp on the Finnis River George MacDonald on Year 7 Camp

Pembroke Running Club members Jesse and Max MacDonald, Joe McGee and Tom Felice (all Yr 9) Hugo Harby on the Year 11 Outdoor Education camp at Beachport

Harvey Yuan and Sophia Lin’s first Day in the Early Learning Centre Outside Music Rehearsal

Year 7 Camp at Old Watulunga
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Old Scholars

→ Annette Young (1976) in Dakar, Senegal

Pembroke Old Scholars’ 
Affiliated Clubs

Football Club 
pembrokekings.com.au 

facebook.com 
/pembrokekings

Netball Club 

facebook.com
/pembrokeoldscholarsnetballclub

Cricket Club 
pembrokeoscc@gmail.com
 
facebook.com 
/groups/18278828118

Men’s Soccer Club 
possc.net 
pembroke.soccer@hotmail.com
facebook.com 
/pembroke.os.soccer.club

In Unitate 
inuchoir@gmail.com

facebook.com 
/inunitate
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In this edition of Pembroke News 
I was asked to base my report on 
sustainability.

It made me question what sustainability 
may mean to the old scholar community 
as a whole. Apart from the obvious 
meanings we might think of such as 
sustainable farming, packaging etc., 
I was drawn to the idea of sustaining 
businesses, friendships and family ties 
during these times. 

As an old-scholar community of nearly 
16,000 people across the globe we need 
to find a way to sustain connections with 
each other while travel may be difficult. 
Almost 3 years into this pandemic some 
of us are still unable to be with our families 
and friends, and I don’t underestimate 
how stressful and heartbreaking this can 
be for those of you in our community 

affected by this. Now more than ever is 
an important time to reach out to each 
other and offer support and advice, or just 
reconnect. I am from the leavers class of 
1997 and we have an amazing group of 
students who largely keep in touch, and 
this is something we can all be grateful 
for. Unfortunately in the past few months 
some of us have lost parents, suffered 
with financial stress and had to deal with 
significant health issues in families; during 
this time I was buoyed at how our leavers 
community continued to come together to 
offer love and support.  

I ask all of us now more than ever, reach 
out. Don’t be afraid to ask for help from 
your old scholar community. Pick up the 
phone, email, message or find a letter 
pad; reconnect with your community and 
then sustain it—this can be a source of 
strength for all of us at the moment. 

We also welcome you to join one of our 
many sporting clubs who offer mateship 
and connection to our community. 
Understanding that a large contingent 
of you are based in places other than 
Adelaide, we have launched our Old 
Scholars Podcast and look to resume 
our interstate visits later this year; I 
hope to see as many of you as possible. 
If it has been a while since you have 
attended an event or reunion then now 
is a great time to start, and learn how 
your Executive together with the School 
can serve you better. We hope to have 

our new Principal Mark Staker join us at 
some of these events to get to know our 
community better. We are privileged to 
have an exceptionally broad and diverse 
community, and connecting people within 
this community is vitally important to 
myself and your committee. 

To those newest in our community 
I implore you to reach out to fellow old 
scholars in your field and seek information 
and guidance. We must sustain 
connections and seek to advance others 
within our network. Our Annual Careers 
Breakfast is always a huge success but 
this could be continued all year rather 
than only one morning. This is why your 
Executive, together with the School, are 
looking into options for a database that 
can connect people in similar fields of 
work for mentorship, job opportunities  
or a simple piece of advice over a coffee.  
If this is something that you would like  
to be involved in at start-up, we would 
really encourage you to contact us at  
exec@pembroke.sa.edu.au. We hope 
 this is yet another example of how we can 
sustain our connection to our community. 

The strength of our Pembroke bond 
should never be underestimated and by 
coming together, even in a small way, we 
can achieve great things and keep our 
community sustainable. 

Holly Jamieson 
(1997)

President’s  
Report

Women’s Soccer Club 
pembrokewomenssoccer@gmail.com 

facebook.com 
/poswsc
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Old Scholar  
Annette Young

→ Annette Young in front of the U.S. Supreme Court, Washington DC

In the vodcast Annette speaks about her long and 
distinguished journalism career that has taken her from 
school and university in Adelaide to Melbourne as the 
first journalism graduate to be offered a cadetship at The 
Age newspaper when she was 22, then to Canberra in the 
Hawke/Keating era, before ending up in Sydney working 
for The Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) as Assistant Chief 
of Staff and Assistant News Editor at the age of 26. 

After a three year stint in Paris she was later based in 
Jerusalem as a freelance journalist and, at one point, a field 
producer for Channel 9’s 60 Minutes, and then became 
the Jerusalem correspondent for France 24 television. 
In 2010 she returned to Paris where she is currently a 
news anchor for France 24 while also being the creator, 
producer and presenter of her own unique current affairs 
show called The 51 Percent, about women reshaping our 
world. She talks about how the show is positive, at times 
counter-intuitive, and makes the unfamiliar, familiar. She 
states, ‘It’s been a fantastic experience and continues to 
be. I think this is my legacy as a journalist and a feminist, 
and I’ve been blessed to have this as a platform’.

Throughout this interview Annette recalls key turning 
points and events in her dynamic and varied career, 
makes connections with what she learned in her time at 
Pembroke, and ultimately offers our students some sage 
advice about using their capabilities to improve our world.

A sample of the questions to which Annette responds 
in the interview follows. We invite all readers to view the 
whole of the vodcast, especially if you have students in the 
senior years (see link at the end of the article).

Annette credits Pembroke School 
with providing a solid educational 
background, including Language 

learning and Music (she was a 
member of the Choir), and imbuing 

her with a love of culture and history 
that she is sure stood her in good 
stead for what she went on to do.

Annette Young (1976) recently took a 
detour in her trip to Australia and 
returned to Pembroke as our Visiting 
Creative to address our senior 
students in two presentations. She 
also kindly took the time to be 
interviewed by journalist Callum 
MacPherson. This was recorded as a 
vodcast by PodBooth Studio. 

→ Annette Young in DY Hall talking with Year 12 IB students and answering 
their questions about her career and broad cultural experiences

Annette, when you were a 14 year old student you were 
given a career guidance questionnaire and I believe you 
went to your dad for some advice; what did he say? 

Annette recalls clearly and with a smile what her father said, 
pointing out that he is from the north of England and mimicking 
him, ‘ “You’re good at English, you pinch the newspaper every 
morning from me and you’re very, very nosy, so I think you 
should be a journalist”, and that was it, the word had come from 
up high’. This struck a chord with Annette, so she signed up for 
a journalism workshop with a former Advertiser journalist who 
became her mentor, and she has never looked back.

Curiosity and a broad knowledge base are pivotal to 
journalism; how did Pembroke encourage you to expand 
your thinking?

Annette credits Pembroke School with providing a solid 
educational background, including Language learning and 
Music (she was a member of the Choir), and imbuing her with 
a love of culture and history that she is sure stood her in good 
stead for what she went on to do.

How did you assert yourself at that time?

Annette recalls how tough and intimidating it was to be on the 
News desk at The SMH, but she also earned a grudging respect 
by the end of her time there, largely through having a sense 
of humour and by how much she enjoyed the organisational 
and editorial decision-making elements of the job. Still, she 
ultimately tired of the fact that most decisions in the newsrooms 
were made by middle-aged men of the same cultural 
background, and that women in the industry became angry and 
wanted change, not just in media but in politics, business and 
many other sectors.  

She reflects on her experiences as a local field producer 
for Channel 9’s 60 Minutes, working in the Middle East in 
an environment dominated by a culture of male machismo, 
and having to stand up for herself and for what is right and 
appropriate professionally. While she found herself having to 
prove she knew her stuff to the stream of male correspondents 
flown in from London, New York and Sydney, over time ‘they 
became not only great colleagues but great friends’.

Annette describes with a passion her experiences in the 
region, which included covering the war between Israel and 
Hezbollah in 2006 where she was traumatised after a ‘very 
close call’, having been enveloped by sand after a bomb landed 
on a beach just 50 metres away! Annette went into therapy for 
PTSD for months afterward. 

There are also reflections and a riveting story from the  
time of the terrorist attacks in Paris at the time of the Charlie 
Hebdo killings. 

Deeper into the interview Annette talks about how rewarding 
the current period of her career is and how passionate and 
excited she is about the show The 51 Percent that she presents, 
‘as I feel that, for this society to move forward equality needs 
to be addressed for everybody—not just for women but for 
everybody across the board’. 

Throughout this interview Annette speaks about her values, 
respect, kindness and empathy, which are synonymous with 
those attributes that we live by and promote at Pembroke. 

In the last part of the interview Annette is asked what 
message she has for Pembroke students, and here she returns 
to the points she made at the Senior School Assembly earlier in 
the day and invokes the spirit of the Pembroke School motto.

We are grateful for Annette Young giving a whole day of 
her time to speak to our senior students via the Assembly; 
another hour in DY Hall talking with the Year 12 IB students and 
answering their questions about her career and broad cultural 
experiences as a much-travelled and respected person and 
journalist; and then giving this vodcast interview that now forms 
part of the Pembroke Global Citizen Series. I hope you enjoy the 
vodcast, which captures the challenges and excitements, and 
lessons learned, of Annette’s remarkable career.  
 
Howard (Mac) MacPherson 
Coordinator of Counselling, Enterprise and Exchanges 

Link to the vodcast of OS Global Citizens Series: www.pembroke.sa.edu.au/global-citizens

→ Annette Young with Year 12 IB students
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Deaths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline Emily Lewis (nee Clark) (1943), 
known as Mim or Mimi, sadly passed 
away on 6 September 2021, aged 94. Mim 
would often refer to her days at Girton with 
fondness and talked about the legendary 
Miss Yates. After graduating from Girton 
she studied social work and worked for 
a time with housing services for returned 
veterans and their families. She was a 
quirky, caring person who certainly had 
her own way of seeing and interacting 
with the world. She touched many other 
lives—many people have contacted us to 
tell us what she meant to them. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Emeritus Professor Dean Jaensch 
AO sadly passed away on 17 February 
2022 at the age of 85. He was a teacher 
at King’s College during 1961–68, where 
he introduced Politics in 1966 for senior 
boys who were not taking a full quota of 
matriculation subjects. Professor Jaensch 
encouraged information discussion and 
the expression of student opinion. In 1967 
he formed a Politics and Current Affairs 
Club for boys who wished to pursue this 
interest. He was a Pembroke School 
Council Member during 1977–88 and 
a Trustee during 1988–96. Professor 
Jaensch is survived by his wife Helen and 
children Susan, Thomas and Sally.  
 

Sybil Coghlan was the senior teacher 
of German throughout her 15 years at 
Pembroke (1975–89), until retirement. 
After a lengthy break from teaching while 
she raised four sons, Sybil answered an 
‘SOS’ from the Co-Principals to return to 
teaching for a term. Such was her impact 
that she was soon asked to join the staff 
on a permanent basis. Sybil was a strong 
believer in the value of education and she 
inspired her students with her precise 
explanations of grammar and insights into 
literature. Her students achieved excellent 
Year 12 results. As one former student 
wrote recently, ‘She had a huge positive 
influence on her many students. Her 
pastoral care coupled with her passionate 
teaching made her classes the standout 
during my schooling’. Sybil sadly passed 
away on 28 March 2022.  

Marriages

Pat Booth (2002) and Jo Josephson 
were married at Villetta Porchini at Mylor, 
South Australia, on 11 March 2022. Many 
old scholars were in attendance including 
Pat’s brothers Jack Booth (2002), 
Charles Booth (2001) and Angus Booth 
(1998), as well as Ali (Michell) Phillips 
(1998) who was the marriage celebrant, 
Tim Moffatt (2002), James Anderson 
(2002), Sam Newman (2002), Alex 
Lepore (2002), Nick Duigan (2002), 
Richard Wark (2002), Alex Proud 
(2002), Jake Jervis-Bardy (2002) and 
Ross Harding (2002).
 

Births and Adoptions 

Lili Sterns (2011) and her partner Marty 
welcomed their son Finn on 10 March 
2021. 
 
Nicole Brown (1995) and her husband 
Nigel welcomed Chase Ronald Koop-
Brown into their world on 12 July 2021.

Mal Chia (1996) and his wife Sarah 
welcomed Mabel on 28 January 2022, 
weighing 2.43 kg and 46.5 cm long, at 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital. She is  
a little sister for Sam, Chloe and Oscar. 

Rob Bryant (1998) and his wife Maddie 
welcomed Hazel Pearl on 6 February 
2022, weighing 3.54 kg and 52 cm long,  
at Ashford Hospital, Adelaide. She is a  
little sister for Florence and Alby. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oscar Russell (2008) and his wife 
Elizabeth are both thrilled to introduce 
their newest member of their family, 
Millicent Nancy (‘Milly’), born on 28 
February 2022. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Evans (2009) and his wife Ashleigh 
welcomed Miley Hazel on 7 March 2022, 
weighing 3.39 kg and 50 cm long, at 
Burnside Hospital, Adelaide. 
   
Kendall Jarrett (93) and wife Neridah 
welcome Zinhle (6) to their family, a sister 
for Kelebe (8) and Kenenisa (8). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Births, Adoptions, 
Deaths & Marriages

→ Lilli Sterns and her partner Marty with Finn

→ Kendall and Neridah with Kelebe, Zinhle and Kenenisa

→ Sybil Coghlan 

→ Pat Booth and Jo Josephson 

→ Oscar Russell and his wife Elizabeth 
with Millicent Nancy

→ Emeritus Professor Dean Jaensch AO 

→ Caroline Emily Lewis 

→ Mark Evans and his wife Ashleigh with 
Miley Hazel

→ Hazel Pearl Bryant
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→ Georgina Legoe, Peta Harries and Joanna Karmel at the book 
launch of ‘Bound for South Australia’

It is our vision for the future  
that more members of  
our community recognise 
the importance of our 
Archival collections  
and the vision gained for 
future generations by telling 
stories from our past. 

2022 commenced with a focus on 
processing the many donations and 
archive requests. One aspect that I 
enjoy in my role as Archivist at 
Pembroke is helping with research 
enquiries. It is particularly 
fascinating to view the results of the 
research undertaken and I would like 
to share one story with you.

→ SA Police Museum displaying 
uniforms and medals over the 
years 

Joanna Karmel initially contacted our Archives Department in August 
2020 with a query on behalf of the Legoe family who were undertaking 
a family research project. They were trying to establish where three girls 
had schooled and the only clue that Jo had discovered was the mention 
of one of the girls in an article published in 1919 about her attending a 
Girton House Dance. 

For those families new to Pembroke, Girton was one of our founding 
schools before it amalgamated with King’s College to become Pembroke 
in 1974. As I have mentioned before (edition 105), Girton House refers 
to an era when Mrs Lillie Smith founded her school at her home in 
Kent Town in 1915. These times at Girton House are not documented 
well. Over the years we have been fortunate to receive donations of 
photographs and memorabilia from this era. It was exciting to be able to 
confirm from our 1917 Girton magazine that in fact two of the Legoe girls 
had attended Girton House. A flurry of emails began between Jo and me 
as we were both delighted with this photographic evidence. 

In October 2021 I received a copy of the family’s book ‘Bound for 
South Australia - a Short History of the Legoe Family: From Cornwall to 
Adelaide’ by co-authors Georgina Legoe and Joanna Karmel (pictured). 
It highlights the Legoe generations in a beautifully illustrated publication. 
In December I was delighted to attend their official book launch in the 
Barr Smith Library at the University of Adelaide. It was most rewarding to 
see such a wonderful publication resulting from their archival research 
with a little help from our archival records.

As a member of the Australian Society of Archivists I enjoy attending 
workshops and viewing museums as part of the SA School Archives 
Special Interest Group.  I was delighted that our group were once again 
able to visit in person two special museums – SAPOL and the Adelaide 
Holocaust Museum.  SAPOL was a fascinating visit and provided an 
extensive collection of historical records and visual displays across 
many levels in several buildings. The Holocaust Museum was thought-
provoking, housing survival stories of Jewish refugees and Holocaust 
survivors, and providing documents, photographs and objects relating to 
this period. 

Archives gratefully accepts all memorabilia from the Girton, King’s 
or Pembroke school days and encourages our community to take an 
interest in the history of your School. 

Remember – Archives Matter!

Peta Harries 
School Archivist

Archives

Future and Vision

→ Auschwitz Album display in the 
Australian Holocaust Museum

→ Bound for South Australia on display in Barr Smith Library 
cabinet

 

Foundation

As we look to 50 years of Pembroke, it’s timely to 
consider what the future might look like. 

At 50 we hope that the facilities we need to support our 
students long into the future can continue to be renewed and 
expanded beyond Pembroke’s existing, far-reaching master 
plan. For the School we want a continued strong and diverse 
financial base and capacity enrolments. Importantly we hope 
that our community continues to be united and enriched by a 
sense of shared purpose. And we will continue to strive for new 
opportunities for enhanced experiences for our students and 
their families, and to prepare robust business plans for new 
initiatives, all designed to make our School as outstanding as it 
possibly can be now and into the future. 

We have seen what is possible as the culture of giving 
continues to grow at Pembroke. Consider the magnificent 
Shipsters Road Building and our growing Scholarships 
Program—both significantly supported by our generous 
community. And, thanks to the kindness of some in our 
community, legacy gifts of property, awards, scholarships, funds 
for buildings and unrestricted funds have provided wonderful 
opportunity for our School and many of our students. 

Put simply, plans put in place during the lifetimes of a 
number of generous bequestors have helped to secure future 
experiences for many or our students through their education. 
Our community of old scholars, past and current parents, staff, 
family members and friends know firsthand how a student 
can thrive at Pembroke, and what continued investment in our 
School can achieve. For many the connection doesn’t end 
when schooling does and can last a lifetime. 

A gift left in will to Pembroke could be the beginning of 
something transformational. No matter how large or small, a gift 
can help to provide future economic security for the School, 
and represents and recognises a deeply meaningful connection 
to the School. Unrestricted bequest gifts are directed to the 
School’s Endowment Fund, which in turn is invested to deliver 
income to ‘future proof’ the School—for example, to be able 
to seize important strategic opportunities when they arise 
that would otherwise be cost-prohibitive. And with impending 
reduction in government support for Pembroke School, future 
diversified income streams are especially important. The higher 
our levels of endowed and donated funds, the greater our 
capacity to undertake significant capital works and soften any 
revenue changes in the future. 

The decision to leave a gift in will presents no impact to one’s 
lifestyle at the time. But, by remembering Pembroke, the School 
can continue to prosper, grow and provide opportunities for 
students and future generations.

We welcome all confirmed bequestors to the Claridge Harris 
Club, which recognises support during a bequestor’s lifetime by 
offering exclusive invitations to special events and gatherings.

For a confidential conversation or to find out more please 
contact Catriona Neil-Dwyer, Philanthropy Manager,  
+61 8 8366 7094, cneildwyer@pembroke.sa.edu.au

Catriona Neil-Dwyer
Philanthropy Manager 

Connecting to the Future for a Lasting Impact 

→ Jasmine Oldfield and Adwiti Anu (both Yr 7)

The DD Harris Wing of the 
Pembroke Boarding House was 

established thanks to the 
bequest left by former staff 

member Donald Harris OAM.

The Hope Crampton Endowed 
Annual Scholarship is presented 
annually thanks to a gift left by 

old scholar and former staff 
member Hope Crampton.

The establishment of DY Hall 
was significantly supported 

thanks to the gift in will  
left by Girton old scholar  

and teacher  
Mrs Dorothy Loughhead.
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Calendar The following events and details are correct at the time of print, notwithstanding  
COVID-19 requirements and possible changes to calendar events to meet these:

November 2022

Year 11-12  
SACE/IB Art Exhibition
Friday 4
Girton Arts Precinct 

P and F Gala Ball
Saturday 5
Location TBC

2011 10 Year Reunion 
Saturday 12 
Shipsters Road 

1991 30 Year Reunion 
Saturday 12
Shipsters Road

Yr 11 Drama Production 
SACE
Wednesday/Saturday 16 - 19
Wright Hall, Kings Campus 

P&F AGM
Tuesday 22  
Senior School Resource 
Centre, Girton Campus

Pembroke Live
Sunday 20 
Osmond Tce Function  
Centre 

JS Ensembles Soiree 
Performance 
Thursday 24
DY Hall, Girton Campus

Spring Fling
Friday 25  
DY Hall, Girton Campus

1972 50 Year Reunion 
(Girton & Kings) 
Friday 25  
Marryatville Hotel

2002 20 Year Reunion 
Saturday 26
Shipsters Road

2012 10 Year Reunion 
Saturday 26
Shipsters Road

December 2022

Chamber Music Soiree 
Monday 5 
MS Rehearsal Area/RA Cook 
Chapel

ELC Celebration 
Thursday 8 
Location TBC

Second Hand Book Sale 
Thursday/Friday 8-9  
Old Scholars War 
Memorial Pavillion

Readings and Carols 
Sunday 11 
St Peter’s Cathedral 

Year 6 Exhibition 
Monday 12 
Location TBC

Year 6 Graduation 
Monday 12 
DY Hall, Girton Campus 

In Memorium

Neil Balnaves AO
1944 – 2022

→ Luke Thomson, Life Members Jean Zhang, Neil Balnaves AO, and Jane 
Miller at the 2021 School Board Dinner

→ Mr Neil Balnaves AO, Mr Luke Thomson, Mr Steven Marshall MP (Former 
Premier of SA)

2022 Dates 

June 2022

Student Recital Evening
Wednesday 1
RA Cook Chapel 

Yr 12 SACE Drama 
Performance 
Wednesday/Saturday 1 - 4
Wright Hall, Kings Campus

Choral Concert
Monday 6
DY Hall, Girton Campus

Percussion and  
Big Bands Concert
Wednesday 8
DY Hall, Girton Campus

Concert Bands and 
Orchestras Concert
Thursday 9
TBA

1980 40 Year Reunion 
Saturday 18 
Shipsters Road

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2022

Interstate Old Scholar 
Events 
Sydney
Melbourne
Brisbane
Dates and Locations TBC

Music Showcase Concert 
Friday/Saturday 2-3 
DY Hall, Girton Campus

POSA AGM
Wednesday 21 
Old Scholars War 
Memorial Pavillion

Middle School Musical 
Wednesday/Saturday 21-24
Norwood Concert Hall

King’s Luncheon
Thursday 22
Marryatville Hotel

Middle School 
Art Exhibition
Tuesday 27  
Shipsters Road

October 2022

2001 20 Year Reunion 
Saturday 1 
Shipsters Road

1992 30 Year Reunion 
Saturday 29 
Shipsters Road

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

→ Rhana Devenport ONZM, Mr Neil Balnaves AO, Diane Balnaves and  
Mr Luke Thomson at the Tracey Moffatt Exhibition

Mr Neil Balnaves was an old scholar of King’s College 
(leaving in 1961, 1962 peer year), Life Member of Pembroke 
School, a Pembroke Foundation Guardian and simply a 
great friend of the School. He inspired us all to think big in 
September 2013 at a Pembroke Board workshop at the 
Norwood Hotel. The theme of the workshop was based on 
philanthropy, with Neil having recently re-engaged with his 
old school through meeting Mr David Minns (then Chair 
of the Pembroke Foundation Board) and Mrs Amanda 
Bourchier (then Foundation Director) at a philanthropy 
conference in Sydney in 2010. Full of hope, good sense 
and a good dose of courage, he helped lead us to building 
our magnificent new Art, Science and Technology building 
on Shipsters Road by further rallying the troops to support 
the project as guest speaker at the 2016 Ambassadors 
Lunch.

Neil made two significant gifts to the Shipsters Road 
Project: a $500,000 financial contribution and the Robert 
Klippel sculpture Opus 722 valued at over $100,000, 
which proudly stands on the Technology floor of the 
building. Neil has two spaces named after him in the 
building at Shipsters Road: the main atrium Balnaves 
Place and the Balnaves Enterprise Hub. He was very 
proud of both.

Neil and his wife Diane have been frequent visitors to the 
School since 2013 and have enjoyed their engagement 
with Pembroke. Neil was conferred the honour of Life 
Member in 2021, which he appreciated and valued very 
much, as he expressed in correspondence with me.

Wanting us to push the envelope, Neil lent us the 
exhibition My Horizon by world-renowned Australian artist 
Tracey Moffatt AO to hang in the R.A. Cook Chapel for a 
period of 2 years. He knew it would move and challenge 
us. His motivation included his laudable and long-held 
belief that art should get out of storerooms and into 
everyday spaces—so, much to the surprise of many 
and envy of some, Tracey Moffatt AO was exhibited at 
Pembroke. 

Passionate about Pembroke’s direction, Neil offered 
Hannah Bone and Amanda Bourchier the possibility of 
further support for the remodelling of the Chapel into 
a centre for reflection and renewal and for furthering 
our engagement with Indigenous communities and 
individuals. We were to get together again after his 
recent holiday to dine and discuss the future. While sadly 
this is not to be with Neil, we greatly look forward to 
continued engagement with Diane and with The Balnaves 
Foundation.

Luke Thomson 
Principal
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Back cover Image
Ngarrindjeri elder Cedric Varcoe working  
with Year 11 Art students at Old Watulunga  
during National Reconciliation Week

Are your contact details correct? 
 
Stay up-to-date with the latest news from your Pembroke old scholar 
community and receive invitations to upcoming events. Update your details  
via our website: www.pembroke.sa.edu.au/old-scholars/update-your-details

Help us go green! If you prefer to  receive the online  version of Pembroke 
 news, please notify us via email at oldscholars@pembroke.sa.edu.au 

Don’t forget to ‘Like’ Pembroke Old Scholars on Facebook and ‘Follow’ 
Pembroke School on LinkedIn.

Update  
Your 
Details


